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Laymen’s 
Accomplishment 
By Rocer G. IMHOFF 


LarcE.y responsible for bringing the 
1942 United Lutheran Church in 
America and Brotherhood conventions 
to Louisville next October is the Lu- 
theran Men’s League of Louisville and 
Jefferson County, which group will 
celebrate its silver anniversary of 
service during the fall conventions. 

Comprising about 300 active laymen 
in the ten Lutheran churches in the 
Falls City area, the organization has 


Frank Richterkessing 


pledged $1,425 toward the local con- 
vention fund of $3,000; and to date 
nearly all of the League’s pledge has 
been turned over to the Louisville 
committee. 

Three purposes were expressed in 
the Articles of Incorporation dated Oc- 
tober 10, 1917. They are: (1) To pro- 
mote the work and extend the influence 
of the Lutheran Church in Louisville 
and vicinity; (2) to stimulate the men’s 
organizations of the Lutheran churches 
to greater activity and efficiency; (3) 
to cultivate intelligent enthusiasm and 
activity in the general work of the Lu- 
theran Church. 

Four clergymen and five laymen 
were the incorporators, including Pas- 
tors W. F. Dunlap, S. S. Waltz, John 
B. Gardner, W. P. Rilling and Messrs. 
George Lutz, E. S. Quest, Lawrence 
Speckman, A. G. MclInteer and H. 
Nellis Kraft. 

The League has maintained a ster- 
ling record of benevolence toward Lu- 
theranism in its jurisdiction by aiding 
in the establishment of three churches 
in Louisville and the county by pay- 
ments for lots and indebtedness. 

Calvary and Memorial churches re- 
ceived $3,000 each from the League, 


and both churches are now thriving in 
their respective communities. An in- 
debtedness of $1,300 and a contribu- 
tion of $1,000 toward a parsonage was 
paid for St. Mark’s mission in Auburn- 
dale, and still another $1,000 has been 
paid on the Bethany Church debt. 

Present officers of this strong and 
faithful lay group are: President, 
Frank Richterkessing; vice-president, 
August Baumer, Jr.; secretary, Walter 
Franck, Jr.; treasurer, Elmer Schneiter. 

Under the leadership of President 
Richterkessing the League became the 
leading impetus in bringing the forth- 
coming conventions to Kentucky’s lead- 
ing city. Kentucky-Tennessee dele- 
gates at Omaha in 1940 brought with 
them the League’s original pledge of 
$1,000 toward entertainment of the 
convention in the Falls City. 

Mr. Richterkessing is one of Louis- 
ville’s leading Lutheran laymen, and 
although only 36 years old, he has for 
nearly a decade been a leader in the 
activities of First Church. 

He served for two terms as president 
of First’s Luther League, is in his 
seventh year as a church school 
teacher, was a member of the church 
council for six years, and was active 
on both the Property and Music Com- 
mittees of the congregation. 

Mr. Richterkessing is now in his sec- 
ond term as head of the Men’s League. 


Tributes of Esteem 


Tue following tributes to the esteem 
in which the late Mr. Jesse L. Clark of 
Ashland, Ohio, is held were received 
by Tue LuTHERAN from his pastor and 
laymen in the United Lutheran Church 
in America: 


Ashland, Ohio. 
Mr. Jesse L. Clark is gone and our 
community mourns. He was a public- 
spirited citizen, helpful, generous, donor 
of Samaritan Hospital, beloved for his 
good deeds. He was an active and 
faithful member of Trinity Church, 
Ashland, for more than fifty years, 
Sunday school superintendent for fifteen 
years, member of the church council; 
a man of prayer and great faith, with 
the Laymen’s Movement nearest his 
heart. His memory abides. 
ArtTHuUR H. SmirTH, pastor emeritus. 


Springfield, Ohio. 

Mr. Clark was one of those person- 
alities who influence home communities 
and all the organizations and institu- 
tions with which they come in contact. 
He was forceful and direct in his state- 
ments; willing to give and to take; 
capable of weighing other persons’ 
judgments. These are characteristics 
which he possessed in a splendid de- 
gree. 

Every man who has known Mr. Clark 
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has lost a friend and a leader. 

In his death and that of his very 
close friend, E. J. Young, the Laymen’s 
Movement for Stewardship has lost two 
of its creators. 

C. G. Scuatrzer, Dean of Men, 
Wittenberg College. 


Lancaster, Pa. 

J. L. Clark, president of the Lay- 
men’s Movement for Stewardship, has 
passed on, and the United Lutheran 
Church in America has lost one of its 
prominent and useful laymen. 

His service as president of this or- 
ganization was outstanding in the fact 
that a steadfast devotion to and great 
enthusiasm for its work were respon- 
sible in no small measure for the splen- 
did contribution which the Laymen’s 
Movement has been able to make to 
the welfare and progress of the United 
Lutheran Church, from its beginnings 
down through the years. 

We will miss his enthusiastic leader- 
ship and his friendly companionship. 

Wo. H. Hacer, Layman Associate. 
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The 
Cheerful Soul 


Amonc the folk lore of the Hoosier 
State—geographically known as 
Indiana—is the story of one com- 
munity’s “cheerful soul.” His claim 
to fame was his conviction that some 
sort of value exists in everybody’s 
life and character, and therefore one 
can always say something good about 
one’s neighbor. When a certain old 
curmudgeon passed on to. the judg- 
ment of his deeds, most people’s 
comments, if worded at all, were 
free from eulogy. But the optimist 
observed—‘Well, John sure could 
whistle.” 

This expression of valuation oc- 
curred to us by way of contrast with 
a narrative we read recently, in 
which the reputation of a certain cit- 
izen was quite freely discussed in 
one of those frank obituaries which it is the joy of the 
editor of a local paper to write when he has a subject 
that permits the publication of paragraphs of good will 
based on actual and known performances. The John 
Doe whose last rites had elicited an abundance of floral 
tributes and the attendance of practically every decent 
citizen in the community gave the Scribe his oppor- 
tunity. He wrote among other statements, “Our de- 
parted neighbor was not a genius, nor was he partic- 
ularly successful in his business. What made people 
glad to meet him was his habitual attitude toward daily 
life. He literally radiated cheerfulness. To pass him 
on one’s way to a difficult task yielded confidence.” 

Let there be no misunderstanding as to our purpose 
in citing this and similar instances of cheerfulness. We 
have known of the “cheerful idiot” whose incapacity to 
distinguish reality from shadows and dangers from 
empty threats enabled him to grin where he should 
grieve. What we have in mind is that dominating as- 
surance of the final triumph of good over bad which 
justifies the expectation of reaching a harbor of safety. 
It is not the pose of the Pollyanna philosopher nor the 
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self-hypnotism of the egotist that produces the cheerful 
soul of whom we are writing. What we offer for your 
serious and encouraging consideration is a conclusion 
reached by thoughtful meditation upon dangers escaped, 
victories won, and the soul’s gentle but persistent testi- 
mony that God is never far away from the believer. 
Paul has put this conviction into his letter to the be- 
loved Philippian fellow Christians: “I have learned in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” It was 
no doubt a great privilege to meet that much harassed 
apostle, even when he was a prisoner under guard with 
the fate of a criminal not too far ahead. 

Probably we are not consistent in our expectations 
from troubling, even threatening, experiences. We mis- 
interpret the intention of our Lord when He bids us, 
“Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden.” 
One might infer from observations, that He was inter- 
ested in surrounding Himself with associates devoted to 
mourning the world’s power to cause pain, failure, sep- 
aration. It is dangerous to omit the objectives of divine 
grace. We are to expect power, guidance, patience and 
ever growing faith in our Lord. 
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i Cie in the News 


Money From More People 

WarTIME giving to the churches has increased be- 
cause church enrollments have increased, according to 
1941 figures of the United Stewardship Council, pub- 
lished in the July Church Management. 

There was a gain of a million in membership in 
twenty-three Protestant denominations reporting to the 
Council. Total membership of 
these churches, excluding in- 
fants, was 25,674,477 in 1941; 
24,412,876 in 1940. 

Church contributions ad- 
vanced $17,500,000. They 
totaled $343,640,753 in 1941; 
$325,881,996 in 1940. The in- 
creased contributions did not 
keep pace with increased mem- 
bership. Per capita giving was 
$13.55 in 1940, $13.33 in 1941 
(figures exclude income from endowments, etc.). 

Per capita giving in the United Lutheran Church was 
$14.84 in 1941. In the Methodist Church the per capita 
was $13.08; Northern Baptist, $15.56; Protestant Epis- 
copal, $24.05; Presbyterian (North), $21.49; Presby- 
terian (South), $22.17. 

Per capita giving of all Protestants included in the 
Council figures was highest in 1930—$23.38, and lowest 
in. 1935—$12.10. 


More Figures 

Census bureau figures show the average cost of 
church buildings in America. Most expensive, on the 
average, are Unitarian churches, over $80,000 apiece. 
Next are the Roman Catholic churches, which cost 
about $50,000. Following in order are Episcopal, Chris- 
tian Scientist, Greek Orthodox, Reformed, Presbyterian 
(U. S. A.), United Lutheran, Polish Catholic, United 
Presbyterian, Universalist, Northern Baptist, and so on 
down a list including twenty-one church bodies. 

United Lutheran churches averaged about $35,000 in 
cost. 


Census figures also report the size of congregations in 
the various churches. Roman Catholic parishes are 
largest, averaging 1,939. United Lutheran congregations 
are fourth on the list of twenty-seven church bodies, 
averaging about 500 members. 

Smallest are the Christian Science congregations, 
about 100. 


Congregationalist Theology 

A DECIDED trend toward orthodoxy in theology is evi- 
dent in the Congregational Christian churches, reports 
Harold Fey in the Christian Century, in a review of the 
recent general convention in Durham, New Hampshire. 

A theological commission under the direction of Dr. 
Douglas Horton is preparing a statement of Congrega- 
tional theology, which is expected to represent a trend 
away from humanism and toward the reformed Calvin- 
ism of early Congregationalism. 


By G. ELson RUFF 


“When a man says, ‘I am a Congregationalist,’ it is no 
longer a joke to reply, as Prof. Walter M. Horton pointed 
out at Durham, ‘I don’t believe very much of anything 
either,” Mr. Fey states. 

At this convention a fellowship called “Christus Vic- 
tor” was formed, composed of men describing them- 
selves as neo-orthodox and trinitarian. They declare 
that the church needs a sharp, precise, positive theology 
which exalts the uniqueness of the revelation of God in 
Jesus Christ. Evidently experience continues to demon- 
strate that human adjustments to “science, falsely so 
called,’ have the form of knowledge but lack truth’s 
endurance. 

“Members of the group,”, writes Mr. Fey, “are 
typically men who came into the Congregational min- 
istry via liberal seminaries from fundamentalist 
churches, or are unitarian-minded liberals who are dis- 
covering a new religious vitality in orthodoxy.” 


Norwegian News 

PEACE proposals made by the Quisling government to 
church leaders in Norway have been rejected, it was re- 
ported in a short-wave broadcast from Hoerby, Sweden. 
Bishop Eivind Berggrav was to be made a professor of 
theology, and four other bishops were to be reinstated 
in office, according to the proposals. 

It is evident that some of the restrictions imposed on 
the Lutheran bishops have been lightened. Bishop 
Henrik Kille of Hamar is now permitted to leave his 
home, although all his property has been confiscated. 
Bishop Berggrav is living “shut off from the world in a 
closely-guarded country house near Oslo,” reports the 
International Christian Press and Information Service 
from Geneva. 

The Nazis have appointed a man named Froyland to 
serve as bishop in place of Bishop Berggrav, and the 
new prelate has moved into the Berggrav residence. The 
Quisling-controlled newspaper Aften-Posten states, “The 
appointment of Froyland as bishop will certainly give 
occasion to criticism, as he will be subjected to many 
bitter and unfriendly comments. This cannot be avoided 
in a time when so many people in Norway assume a con- 
trary attitude toward almost all forward’ steps.” 

Norwegian Bible societies have been informed by the 
German Reich Commissar that they will no longer, be 
permitted to purchase paper. As ‘a consequence th 
printing of Bibles must cease in Norway. ; 


Exchange 

JoHn Foster Duuixs, chairman of the peace aims 
commission of the Federal Council of Churches, and Dr. 
Walter Van Kirk, secretary of the commission, have ar- 
rived in England to confer with British church leaders 
on “matters of mutual interest in the area of post-war 
reconstruction.” They were invited to visit England by 
representatives of the British Council of Churches 
which is now in process of organization. 

Among Englishmen visiting in America this summer 
is Dr. J. S. Whale, whose recent book, “Christian Doc- 
trine,” has won great acclaim in this country. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Ju.ttus F. SEEBACH 


Some Weeks Ago representatives of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment officially attended ‘a solemn sacrificial cere- 
mony to commemorate the 715th anniversary of the 
death of Genghis Khan.” The action was a surprise, for 
Genghis was a fierce and destructive conqueror of China, 
and the celebration came at a time when China was 
experiencing the renewed and savage pressure of a 
modern would-be conqueror. However, the reason is 
simple, though it lies beneath the dust of time and some 
forgotten pages of after-history. The China of those days 
came to accept Genghis, because “he led his soldiers 
like a god,” his ferocity gave place to wise statesmanship, 
and thus he introduced unity into northern China, where 
authority had been shattered by long-continued internal 
factions. Then the grandson of Genghis, Kubla Khan, 
completed the unity by incorporating South China in 
the re-established nation. The Chinese of today evidently 
look upon that ancient accomplishment as responsible 
for China’s present valorous struggle for the retention 
of that unity. Incidentally Genghis Khan’s pressure of 
terror is said to have contributed to the ultimate salva- 
tion of another dismembered nation. It is credited with 
having brought about “cohesion and consolidation among 
the quarrelling principalities of Russia,” and thus paved 
the way for the subsequent empire of Ivan and Peter 
the Great. Thus we are supplied with another sugges- 
tive parallel with the past, and a new light upon Russia’s 
present heroic defense. 


Britain’s Board of Education is using the school chil- 
dren to solve the meat problem of the land. All the 
schools are being urged to form rabbit-raising clubs. 
The plan has been adopted in many schools with excel- 
lent results, but the intention is to make the project 
universal. Co-operative clubs for the purchasing of feed 
for the rabbits and wire netting to enclose them are now 
included in an extension of the plan. Considering the 
marked mathematical ability of rabbits, the chances of 
greatly increasing the meat supply of Britain are very 
good. Rabbits are good eating—if you like rabbits. 


The American Bible Society recently announced that 
the Bible has been translated into 1055 languages and 
dialects. This total counts up as follows: the whole Bible 
published in 184; the New Testament alone in 229; at 
least a complete book of the Bible in 550; substantial 
portions in 88 languages. The latter are the more recent, 
but they are on the road to completion eventually. This 
total is by no means static, since the list of publications 
is growing at the rate of one new language each month. 
The increase is speeding up by geometrical progression, 
to judge by the figures of advance, historically speaking. 
It is instructive to note that by mid-fifteenth century the 
Bible had found expression in 33 languages. This was 
just before the invention of printing and the quickening 
and spread of education through the influence of the 
Reformation, which created a new interest in the read- 
ing of the Bible. By this influence the number of lan- 
guages impressed into Scriptural service increased to 71 
by the beginning of the nineteenth century. A further 


impetus was given by the formation of Bible Societies 
early in that century and the vast development of the 
missionary movement. Credit for the rapidly expanding 
conquest of other languages for the service of God’s 
Word is due mostly to the devotion and learning of mis- 
sionaries in their widely-scattered fields of labor, but the 
possibility of publication is owing to the intelligent and 
sacrificial service of the Bible Societies. 


Old Words that sound new appear in the following 
quotations from Rousseau’s “Contrat Social” (an 18th 
century classic of political thought). They furnish such 
an illuminating commentary on a festering sore in 


‘Europe’s body, social and political, that they are worth 


pondering over today: “There will always be a great 
difference between subduing a multitude and ruling a 
society. Even if scattered individuals were successively 
enslaved by one man, however numerous they might be, 
I still see no more than a master and his slaves, and 
certainly not a people and its ruler. I see what may be 
termed an aggregation, but not an association; there is 
as yet neither public good nor body politic. . . . The 
strongest is never strong enough to be always master, 
unless he transforms strength into right and obedience 
into duty. ... To renounce liberty is to renounce being 
a man, to surrender the rights of humanity and even its 
duties. For him who renounces everything no indemnity 
is possible. Such a renunciation is incompatible with 
man’s nature; to remove all liberty from his will is to 
remove all morality from his acts. Finally, it is an empty 
and contradictory convention that sets up, on the one 
side, absolute authority, and on the other unlimited obe- 
dience. Is it not clear that we can be under no obliga- 
tion to a person from whom we have the right to exact 
everything?” Consider this as an afterthought of July 
Fourth and American independence. 


New York City (and possibly many other unsuspected 
places) has been revealed as “the land of the fig tree,” 
in a modest way. Benjamin Goodrich informs us that 
within the limits of the city and along the roads to 
Flushing or Coney Island, fig tree after fig tree may be 
seen from train windows in passing, flourishing in their 
distinctive rich dark verdure. These trees naturally do 
not attain the luxuriance of growth they accomplish in 
warmer climates (General Bidwell has one in Cali- 
fornia that is 75 feet high), but Mr. Goodrich reports at 
least one twelve feet high, with an equal diameter of 
foliage, and others nearly as well developed. These fig 
trees are not hothouse plants, taken in under cover dur- 
ing the winter months. They live out of doors all year 
round. However, the Italians, and particularly the 
Syrians, who are responsible for their presence in un- 
likely places, and who felt they could not live without 
their own “vine and fig tree,’ help the trees out in a 
comradely way through the winter by wrapping them 
in old blankets or super-heavy paper, and on the top of 
the tree they usually set an inverted tin pan to shunt 
rain or melting snow from the heart of the trees. It is 
interesting to note that fig trees are reported to have out- 
weathered the winters of Newport, R. I., and Michigan. 
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Better than 1941 


Reports to the Canada Synod Show 
Progress Despite War 


By W. H. KNAUFF 


Tue eightieth annual convention of the Synod of 
Canada had an inspiring and impressive opening ses- 
sion Tuesday evening, June 2, in St. Peter’s Church, 
Kitchener, Ontario, the Rev. A. W. Lotz pastor. Clerical 
and lay delegates partook of the Communion and lis- 
tened attentively while President J. H. Reble, D.D., 
preached a timely sermon on Psalm 46: 10: “Be still and 
know that I am God.” Reference was made to the con- 
fusion in the world today, and an appeal was made to 
pastors and members of the synod to find time to be 
quiet and to hear God speak. Dr. Reble also made men- 
tion of the persecution of the Lutheran Church in 
Europe, and commended the stand taken by the Lu- 
theran pastors of Norway in refusing to betray their 
faith and their Church. 

Matins each of the four days opened the sessions, con- 
ducted by Vice-president C. R. Cronmiller. 


Broadcasting 


During the week of the convention two fifteen-minute 
broadcasts were given daily over the local radio station, 
sponsored by the convention church. Kitchener is a 
city of 35,000 people, and 
more than half are of the Lu- 
theran faith. Kitchener is 
also the center of Lutheran- 
ism for miles around. A daily 
broadcast, therefore, would 
be well received. Two of the 
fraternal visitors had a place 
on the radio program: the 
Rev. F. P. Madsen (U. L. 
C. A. representative), who 
spoke on the subject: “Or- 
ganized for Christian Activ- 
ity”; and Dr. N. Willison of Saskatoon, Sask., who dealt 
with the theme, “Worldwide Outreach” (World Lu- 
theranism). Missionary A. F. A: Neudoerffer of India 
addressed the air audience on: “Bringing Light into the 
Darkness.” 


President Madsen Before 
the Microphone 


Fraternal Delegates and Visitors 


The convention was graced by the presence of distin- 
guished visitors. Dr. Ralph H. Long, executive director 
of the National Lutheran Council, spoke of “Lutheran 
World Action” with reference to “orphaned missions,” 
which have been cut off from money and supplies, and 
in many cases from missionaries because of the war. He 
closed his address with the terse challenge: “We must 
march together. If we cannot, we shall fail in meeting 
the opportunities and obligations.” 

The Rev. F. P. Madsen, president of the Michigan 
Synod, was a capable representative of the U. L. C. A. 
He outlined comprehensively the various phases of work 
in which the U. L. C. A. is endeavoring to serve the in- 
dividual congregations. He appealed for more intensive 
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work (evangelism), and for greater sacrificial giving on 
the part of the Church. 

Dr. Willison, president and dean of Saskatoon Col- 
lege and Seminary, brought fraternal greetings from the 
Manitoba Synod. We still feel that Dr. Willison is one 
of us, having taken such an active interest in the work 
of the Church on our territory. He has the enviable 
distinction of being the first graduate of Waterloo Sem- 
inary, and has rendered very valuable service to the 
Lutheran Church of Ontario. He told of the accom- 
plishments of the “Canadian Lutheran Commission for 
War Service,” of which he is the chairman, and which 
held a meeting in Kitchener during the convention 
week. There are now four Lutheran chaplains in the 


Dr. Ralph Long (front row, left) with the Canadian 
Lutheran Commission for War Service. Chairman 
Willison is standing next to Dr. Long 


Canadian armed forces—one is overseas, the Rev. F, L. 
Howald, a member of synod; one in Halifax, N. S.; an- 
other in Vancouver; and a fourth in the Canadian West. 
An appointment for the R. C. A. F. is pending. 

From the sister synod—Nova Scotia—came its pres- 
ident, the Rev. C. H. Whitteker, who hails from this dis- 
trict and is a product of Waterloo Seminary. He brought 
greetings from the eastern shores, and pleaded for moral 
support and encouragement. 

Of course there was present our congenial Dr. E. A. 
Tappert of the Board of American Missions with his 
encouraging message and far-reaching appeal. Glad to 
have seen him again after his serious injury during the 
past winter. 

The Rev. L. M. McCreery, a member of synod and 
one of the few remaining, “Fathers of Synod,” came all 
the way from Bethlehem, Pa., to attend the sessions of 
his synod. He is ninety-one years young. 


Figures Speak 

There is a total of 102 congregations on the roll of 
the Canada Synod, served by sixty-four pastors. In ad- 
dition there are eleven retired or emeritus pastors, five 
professors, two foreign missionaries, one chaplain, and 
three unemployed pastors; total eighty-six. The Canada 
Synod has a confirmed membership of 22,889, an in- 
crease of sixty-six, over a decrease of 346 in baptized 
members. There are 102 Sunday schools; twenty-three 
weekday schools; thirty-two groups of Children of the 
Church; and 1,297 catechumens reported. The twenty- 
eight men’s organizations suffered a decrease of twenty- 
six members; while the 114 women’s societies had an 
increase of 158; the eighty-five young people’s societies, 
with a membership of 1,915 had a decrease of 104. 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Parents Set Standards 


BY ETHEL B. WICKEY 


To every young man and woman there comes the time 
in life when he or she must make several major deci- 
sions: the choice of a profession or vocation, the choice 
of a life mate, and the choice of a religious way of life. 
Upon these choices rest future success and happiness or 
failure and misery. 

In this article I desire to write concerning the choice 
of a life mate and to show how parents may influence 
' this choice. 


HABITS OF INDUSTRY 

A young college student infatuated with a young 
woman asked her to marry him. He wrote his mother 
about his intentions, whereupon the mother invited her 
son and his girl friend to spend the week-end at his 
home. Very soon after their arrival the mother was 
greatly shocked to find her son had chosen a lazy, slangy, 
extravagant, jitterbug type of girl to be his wife. 

The mother, hardworking, thrifty, and intelligent, 
knew that her son had chosen blindly and unwisely. 
She applied all the psychology she knew to the case. In 
the morning, instead of getting up as usual, preparing 
breakfast and doing the daily tasks, she stayed im bed 
until nearly noon. When she came downstairs, she had 
paint on her lips and nails, and she jitter-bugged through 
the "house as she dusted here and there. Her language 
took on the slang of the chosen girl. 

The son was stunned at this sudden change in his 
mother and called her aside to ask her what it was all 
about, for she really made him ashamed of her. The 
mother told her son that she was trying to imitate the 
girl friend whom he seemed to admire so much and with 
whom he wanted to spend the rest of his life. The son’s 
eyes were opened. His infatuation turned to disgust. 
He knew then as never before that he wanted a wife like 
his mother—a woman he would be proud to call the 
mother of his children. > 

When young people marry with the ability and will- 
ingness to carry their share of the work; when they have 
the ability to economize and manage their business and 
home affairs on the family income, we find few mal- 
adjusted homes. 


INTELLECTUAL INTERESTS 


While studying at graduate school, I met a young 
doctor of philosophy who under the spell of romance 
suddenly married a girl who had gone no further in her 
studies than high school. It was not that the girl lacked 
only educational advantages, for her parents desired to 
send her to college, but she was dull, uninteresting, and 
apparently unable to rise above her high school level. 
Her interests centered in cheap novels and the moving 
pictures, and her friends were commonplace. 

The young man was reared in a home with parents 
who did not have educational advantages but who did 
much reading, attended fine lectures, and gave their 
children every educational advantage through hard 
work and sacrifice. They geared their home to high 
standards and created an atmosphere for creative think- 
ing and writing. 


Soon after their son’s marriage, he not only tired of 
his wife but was ashamed to have her meet and asso- 
ciate with his friends. He longed for the atmosphere of 
his parental home. His marital venture ended in divorce. 

When young people marry with similar educational 
advantages, they are likely to have many interests in 
common. When wide differences exist either in ability 
or education, the less able one may develop an inferiority 
complex and accordingly be miserable and unhappy. 
Where young people are able to share in one another’s 
interests, we find few maladjusted homes. 


CULTURAL ATMOSPHERE 

A young woman teaching school away from home 
suddenly found herself in love (so she thought) with a 
man much beneath her social standing. When she told 
her parents of her tentative plans to marry, the parents 
advisedly invited the man to be their house guest for 
two weeks. He had not been in the home very long 
when it became quite evident that the young man did 
not fit into the young woman’s environment of culture 
and refinement. His lack of proper etiquette at the table, 
his lack of poise in meeting the family friends, his in- 
ability to converse intelligently on current subjects, and 
his manner of dress, made him conspicuous in this group 
in which he found himself. The young woman, quite 
alert to the situation, realized within a few days that she 
could not be happy with this man as her life companion 
and broke the engagement. 

The parents of the young woman must not be misun- 
derstood, nor must they be misinterpreted as favoring 
segregation into social classes. They simply had to face 
reality, and since wide social differences existed they 
had to take them into account when considering factors 
that would make for the future happiness of their 
daughter. 

When young people marry with friends of similar 
social and cultural background, where their interests 
are in common and where their family life is on the 
same level, we find few maladjusted homes. 


RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES 

A young woman spent part of her summer vacation 
at the home of a relative. She met many people and 
made many new friends. Among her new acquaintances 
was a young man who was attracted to her and spent 
much of his spare time with her. 

On Sunday the young woman was accustomed to at- 
tend Sunday school, church service, and young people’s 
meeting regularly. In her home the family had worship 
together. She was taught from childhood that prayer is 
vital to spiritual growth and that no problem was too 
insignificant to take to God for guidance. She developed 
a consciousness that we are stewards of our time and 
talents as well as of our material possession. She lived 
according to Christian principles. 

The young man scoffed at her training and ideals. He 
belittled her prayer life and her ideas of Christian stew- 
ardship. He insisted that to have a good time young 

(Continued on page 8) 


Mr. Noah Swigert, 

eight years older 

than the Missis- 
sippi Synod 


Mr. B. L. Caughman, subscriber ; 
and reader of his church paper for | 
fifty-five years 


Service Pastor W. E. Fox and John L. Yost, D.D., U. L. C. A. 
representative at the convention in Burns 


Wirtu all active pastors, one retired pastor, and a rep- 
resentative from every congregation in attendance, the 
Mississippi Synod held its eighty-seventh annual conven- 
tion July 7-9 in Providence Church, Burns, Miss., the 
Rev. O. M. Morgan pastor. The Women’s Missionary 
Society met at the same time and place. The congrega- 
tion provided splendid entertainment. 

The “smallest” synod had the feeling that it had “big 
time” performance. In the opening sermon on “The 
March of Faith” and the presentation of the program of 
the United Lutheran Church in America, John L. Yost, 
D.D., Atlanta, Ga., president of the Georgia-Alabama 
Synod and representative of the U. L. C. A., and in the 
sermon on “Dangers of the Empty Soul” and the presen- 
tation of Soldier Service by the Rev. W. E. Fox, service 
pastor at the Lutheran Service Center, Hattiesburg, 
Miss., the Mississippi Synod is satisfied that no other 
synod had finer and more inspiring sermons and ad- 
dresses. Following the opening service, a motion pic- 
ture of India was shown by Pastor Morgan. Wednesday 
night Edgar Troeder Chrisemer, pastor of the Lexington 
Parish, Lexington, S. C., was ordained. 

In the two devotional periods the beloved octogena- 
rian, the Rev. J. O. Glenn, brought heart-encouraging 
meditations on “God’s Deliverance” and “God’s Guid- 
ance.” 


Apportionment Paid in Full 

The treasurer reported apportionment paid in full for 
the third consecutive year. One congregation, St. John’s, 
Louisville, had paid apportionment for 1942 in full—an 
unprecedented happening in the synod. The three other 
congregations of the Louisville Parish and Trinity, 
Jackson, had paid more than two-thirds of benevolent 
apportionment during the first six months of the year. 
The pastor of the Louisville Parish, the Rev. C. L. Irwin, 
attributed the fine benevolence record to the Every 
Member Visitation and use of the weekly envelopes. 
The pastor made the visitation himself in this intro- 
ductory effort, carrying the envelopes along with him. 


THE LUTHERAN — 


“Tops” in Attendance 


Mississippi Synod Claims First Place in Benevolence and in Percentage of 
Subscriptions to THE LUTHERAN 


By H. BRENT SCHAEFFER 


Pastor Irwin and his delegates gave a gratifying report 
on the new church constructed for Redeemer congrega- 
tion and community, the first new Lutheran church con- 
structed in the synod in a decade. 

Mr. E. A. Dubard, faithful treasurer of synod for ten 
years, declined re-election. His father served in the 
same office for thirteen years. 


Patriarch Present 


The patriarch, Noah Swigert, Burns, Miss., ninety- 
five years old last April 2, attended the sessions of synod 
and received special recognition. He was eight years 
old when the Mississippi Synod was organized. 

In the discussion of THe LutHeran, Mr. B. L. Caugh- 
man declared he had been reading THe LuTHERAN and 
its predecessors in the South for fifty-five years and 
words could not express what the church paper had 
meant to him. Through it he keeps up with what is 
going on in the church from Maine to Mexico and from 
ocean to ocean. It seems that the Mississippi Synod 
heads the list of synods by having the greatest percent- 
age of subscribers to THe LutTHeran. Mr. Arbogast 
wrote the synod: “You will be glad to know the Mis- 
sissippi Synod heads the list so far as circulation of THE 
LUTHERAN is concerned—five times its quota on the list.” 

In the statistical report for 1941 the Rev. E. T: Beaver 
pointed out the encouraging facts of a substantial in- 
crease in communing members and the largest contri- 
butions recorded for any year. 

The following officers were elected to serve for the 
next year: President, H. Brent Schaeffer, D.D., Jackson; 
secretary, the Rev. O. M. Morgan, Burns; rescues 
W. H. Seefeld, Laurel; statistician, the Rev. E. T. Beaver, 
Laurel; archivist, W. E. Glenn, Tagivalict 


PARENTS SET STANDARDS 
(Continued from page 7) 


people must give vent to their emotions. Life to him 
was position, money, cocktails, and parties. 

The young woman was invited to this man’s home for 
a house party. The surroundings spoke of luxury, ease, 
and wealth; but there was unrest, quarreling, breaking 
of the Sabbath, worldliness. She was a stranger in a 
strange country. She compared this home with her 
parental home of love, peace, communion and fellow- 
ship with God, keeping the Sabbath, and living and 
working for others. It was the type of home she wanted 
her own home to be. 

When young people marry, taking God into their 
union and making Him a silent listener to every con- 
versation and a partner in all their affairs, we find no 
maladjusted homes. 
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Gods Will in This Crisis—I 


DR. PAUL H. KRAUSS Concludes Discussion of Pastors’ Problems for 


Which This War Is the Cause 


WE have been failing to see in American life that we 
have to pay a price for progress and peace. I see in 
American Christianity, and in our American social at- 
titudes, satisfaction and great concern about the com- 
forts of the body, softness, being “at ease in Zion.” It 
shrinks from sacrifice. The popularity of faith-healing 
religions, with their promise of physical comfort and 
well-being, is a symptom of this “sell-out” to the “loaves 
and fishes” of secularism and materialism. There is no 
escaping the Cross. We are going to have to play our 
part and make our sacrifices if God’s Kingdom is to 
come. We in the churches have failed, in that we have 
not done more in the days that are gone to establish 
the religious, the political and the economic foundations 
of just and enduring peace between men. America is 
receiving now the challenge of the heroic. She is an- 
swering it heroically, and in the answer is recapturing 
her soul. People in the past have cried, “I am for 
peace.” But peace costs! One doesn’t get it on a silver 
platter, for the asking. We cannot get something for 
nothing in this world. That is a typical American delu- 
sion. Peace is the by-product of righteousness. Peace 
is “the tranquillity of order.” And order must be estab- 
lished and maintained. 


The Divine Purpose at Work 

God is using the affairs of men, as always, to work 
out His purposes. He is driving the plowshares of His 
divine purpose across the nations. Is there a dream to 
be served in this present darkness to give light to our 
eyes and a glow to our hearts, a vision for which one 
may live with new courage, and, if need be, for which 
one may lay down his life? There is. It is shining with 
ever brighter certainty in the thinking and utterances 
of men. It is the vision of a world brotherhood of men, 
organized to maintain peace. God wants the nations to 
live together in brotherhood. We turned our backs upon 
the opportunity after the first World War. But we are 
closer together now, by virtue of inventions, than we 
were then. I wonder if, with this second lesson, the 
nations won’t with humble and chastened hearts work 
out a way of living together that will “stick.” It seems 
to me that God is saying, as He has been saying ever 
since the time of Isaiah and Micah, “My children, it is 
my purpose that you shall learn to live together in a 
world family of nations. If you don’t make it stick this 
time, you or your children will have to go through with 
this again, after another little time of troubled peace.” 
It ought to become obvious that the human family simply 
cannot stand this sort of thing much longer. 


America’s World Service 


I believe that God has kept America for leadership 
in the setting-up of a world brotherhood of the nations. 
The scepter of empire has moved steadily westward, 


[From a paper read at the Chicago Theological Seminary’s spring con- 
vocation. Part one was in last week’s issue. j 


from the Tigris-Euphrates, to Egypt, to Greece, to Rome, 
to England, and now it is moving steadily and irresis- 
tibly to the United States. ‘Westward the star of em- 
pire wends its way.” But I do not want that empire to 
be an empire of force, of exploitation, with material 
riches and enervation for us, and slavery for weaker 
peoples. 

There is a new imperialism. It is as new as today and 
as old as God’s purpose for His. children. It is stated in 
Matthew 28: 19, 20. The vision of Jesus leaped over 
the hills of Palestine and embraced all the continents 
and the islands of the seas. All men were to live to- 
gether, taught to observe His law and love, to live to- 
gether as brothers, with “no one to make them afraid.” 
God has given us in this earth enough and to spare for 
all of his children, if we only have intelligence and good 
will enough to distribute it properly. This present world 
conflict is one more Calvary upon the hard, slow road to 
the kingdom of brotherhood. But, as this mechanical 
world is swiftly accelerated, so that spiritual ideal may 
come with an unexpected swiftness, if we are only big 
enough to realize it. 


“He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat, 
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat. 
O, be swift, my soul, to answer Him, be dutiful, my feet, 

For God is marching on!” 


It is coming, and the “nationalists” and the “isolation- 
ists,’ who would wrap the draperies of a small (and 
impossible) nationalism about them and turn their backs 
upon the rest of the troubled children of men pressing 
so closely about them cannot stop it, for it is the will of 
the Lord. “The mouth of the Lord of Hosts hath spoken 
it.” Micah 4: 4. 


The Pastor’s Responsibility 


What can the pastor do in a time like this? His pri- 
mary task is unchanged: to reconcile man to God, to 
proclaim sin and grace and redemption. Let him preach 
sin, its universality and damnableness. Let him inter- 
pret the meaning of suffering, pain and war, as penal 
sometimes, as disciplinary often, as vicarious. Let him 
proclaim the power of love, eternally suffering, sac- 
rificing, carrying redemptive crosses. Let him warn, in 
season and out, of the awfulness of hate. Let him hold 
up the vision of the prophets for a better world, and pro- 
claim the coming of Christ’s Kingdom. Is it to be only 
spiritual, personal, individual? Perhaps. Perhaps there 
shall be no enduring world society. Perhaps all we will 
see is an ever-increasing breakdown of human relation- 
ships, and an ever accumulating, crashing destruction of 
this present world, with Christ coming in catastrophe 
and judgment soon or late. Whether or not, is there any 
doubt that the courageous Christian’s duty will be to 
work—work for these ideals—even though they may 
not be realized “in our time”? For at least we shall have 
a glow in our hearts, and a worth-while dream with 

(Concluded on page 11) 
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The Wehedic Synod 


Convention of U.L.C. A.’s Youngest Synod Interestingly Reported 


Tue fifty-eighth annual convention of 
the Icelandic Lutheran Synod of Amer- 
ica is history. Young in its relation to 
the U. L. C. A., being admitted at the 
Omaha convention, the synod has the 
distinction of being a Lutheran pioneer 
in Western Canada, having antedated 
the other Lutheran synods now in the 
field. 

It had been tentatively decided to 
hold the recent meeting of the synod 
in Minneota, Minn., in the parish 
served by the Rev. G. Guttormsson. 
An invitation had been extended and 
the synodical authorities were eager to 
accept it; but with two-thirds of our constituency in the 
Dominion of Canada, the matter of passport regulations 
made it a doubtful venture to hold the convention in 
the United States. One of our faithful Canadian par- 
ishes at Selkirk, Manitoba, the Rev. S. Olafsson pastor, 
stepped into the breach and extended an invitation in 
case it was deemed inadvisable under the circumstances 
to go to Minnesota. This was gratefully accepted. For 
the duration, it seems, our synodical meetings will in all 
probability continue to be held north of the international 
boundary. 

The meeting was held June 26-30. The opening serv- 
ice was held Friday evening, June 26, in the attractive 
and churchly Selkirk church. This service was in Ice- 
landic, and Icelandic continues to be the prevailing lan- 
guage at our synodical meetings, although anyone is 
privileged to use English if he prefers. On request, any 
motion under discussion is explained in both languages. 
Naturally the use of English increases from year to year, 
and the present status is possibly clearly revealed in an 
incident during the recent session. A note was sent up 
to the president’s desk by a delegate during one of the 
sessions, suggesting that more English be used on the 
floor of the synod in view of the inability of some of 
those in attendance fully to understand the proceedings. 
This note, however, had just been preceded by a verbal 
request during an intermission that more Icelandic be 
used, as there was a feeling on the part of some that we 
were unduly partial to the English. This may revive 
memories of similar situations in other synods. The 
problem is old and has often been faced in the past. We 
realize that we have much to learn from the experience 
of others, but must still set about solving the problem 
in our own way to the end that it may serve the true 
welfare of the Church. 

The opening service was well attended. The liturgist 
was the pastor loci. Others assisted at the communion. 
The synodical sermon was preached by President K. K. 
Olafsson. His text was Matthew 16: 18. His subject, 
“On What Must the Church Rely?” The celebration of 
the Holy Communion is always the high point in this 


The Rey. N. S. Thorlaksson, 
oldest pastor of the Icelandic 
Synod, father of former 
missionary to Japan 


By PRESIDENT K. K. OLAFSSON 


service—the Holy of Holies in the wor- 
ship of the Church. 


Lay Delegates Outnumber Clergy 

The attendance was larger than last 
year, with over sixty clerical and lay 
delegates entitled to seats in the con- 
vention, according to the first report of 
the Committee on Credentials, which 
was later supplemented. As before, 
the predominance of lay delegates out- 
numbering the clergy about four to one, 
was noted. The universal priesthood of believers was 
greatly stressed by the founder and moving spirit of the 
synod in its early history, the sainted Dr. Jon Bjarnason. 
This emphasis seems to be reflected in the democratic 
set-up of the body, where the laity always holds the 
same superiority in numbers that prevails in the actual 
life of the Church. There seems no immediate danger 
of hierarchy in the synod, unless all signs fail. 


Individual Problems 

The problems of the Icelandic Synod are as individual 
as the people in its constituency. Originally the people 
of Icelandic descent settled largely in solid rural com- 
munities. If they decided to move, they usually settled 
in some other Icelandic community. Winnipeg was long 


The Selkirk Church in which the Icelandic Synod met, and 
Pastor S. Olafsson 


their one large urban center, but they were there in 
such numbers that maintaining an effective solidarity 
was not too difficult. With the passing of the years— 
and especially in the present war situation—the flow of 
population from one region to another has become very 
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pronounced. This has affected our people as well as 
others. Many of our older communities are being de- 
pleted, with the current set toward industrial and war 
activity centers. The former clannishness is not as pro- 
nounced as before. Hence there is less settling in groups. 
This, with the constantly growing number of intermar- 
riages, is simply an indication of the amalgamation that 
is going on naturally. This greatly changes the problem 
of the Church. The problem becomes one of main- 
tenance in some of the older fields, and the new fields 
are usually not as compact and homogeneous. In either 
instance, the growing use of English points the way to a 
solution in which our groups become nuclei for drawing 
in others that by family ties and proximity fall within 
our orbit. Some progress is being made in this, but the 
experience of the past shows that there is no easy solu- 
tion. Conflicting loyalties and unconscious: prejudices 
enter into the picture and cause tension. 


U. L. C. A. Representative Jensen Cordially Received 
Conscious of its historical position and the background 
of its own individual problems, the Icelandic Synod is 


The cast that presented the pageant, “Ideal Motherhood.” 
Mrs. S. Olafsson directed the presentation 


attempting to adjust itself to its place as a constituent 
synod of the U. L. C. A. That adjustment was a major 
feature on the agenda at the sessions just closed. Two 
especially valuable ‘contributions were made toward the 
new alignment. The first was in the person and the 
presentation of the official representative of the U. L. 
C. A., Mr. J. K. Jensen, treasurer of the Synod of the 
Northwest. Most causes are most easily understood and 
furthered when they are integrated in living personali- 
ties. 

In presenting the six points of his instructions, Mr. 
Jensen avoided the pitfall of official formality. He set 
forth his message on Christian Tracts, U. L. C. A. 
Church Papers, Lutheran World Action, Manifested 
Life of the Church, Muhlenberg and Heyer Anniver- 
saries, and The Church in This World Crisis, as an in- 
formed and deeply interested layman who is personally 
deeply concerned about everything relating to the wel- 
fare and activity of his denomination. Mr. Jensen was 
able to make his audience acutely conscious of his con- 
cern to lead them into the approaches that open toward 
a fuller participation in the forward movement of the 
Church. The impression that he made with his clear 
and convincing presentation was furthered still more 


il 


by his gracious personal association with laymen and 
ministers between sessions. He became well acquainted 
with a surprisingly large number. The touch of his per- 
sonality and fervor made a uniformly favorable impres- 
sion for the cause and the organization that he repre- 
sented. In spite of his Danish background—for in the 
not too distant past the Icelanders knew something of 
Danophobia induced by long domination—or possibly 
rather because of it, Mr. Jensen found his way into the 
hearts of our people with an unerring insight. Even 
the Icelandic language sounded less forbidding to him 
when he left. 

He added a vital element to his mission by consenting 
to address the Young People’s Rally of the synod on the 
subject of “Stewardship.” His persuasive presentation 
will long linger with his auditors. In his quiet and un- 
assuming way he succeeds in making his audience con- 
scious of his motives and sympathetic with his aims. He 
dispelled the idea that the U. L. C. A. is a super-church. 
He impressed on us that the relationship is not vertical 
but horizontal. He rendered us an inestimable service 
in furthering our relation to the U. L. C. A. and the 
whole Church. Many of us who knew him rejoiced 
when his appointment was first announced. We rejoice 
still more now over his mission carried out. 

(Continued on page 25) 


GOD’S WILL IN THIS CRISIS—II 
(Continued from page 9) 


which to lighten the otherwise dreary spaces of our 
earthly pilgrimage. 

Shall the pastor undertake community and parochial 
war activities, as such? Shall he lead in enlistment 
drives, war bond sales, Red Cross: activities, etc.? In 
general, No. He has other and more valuable contribu- 
tions to make, with God’s wisdom, grace and gospel. Of 
course, to encourage such activities—such lay activities 
of every kind—as will help our country is a duty; but 
let him be zealous most of all in the great spiritual serv- 
ice which such a time as this demands. In the last 
analysis the issues under attack are such as deeply con- 
cern spiritual convictions and opportunities. 

One of the most useful services a pastor can render 
is to the families of service men. Their hearts may be 
heavy. Visit them, pray with them and for their distant 
sons and brothers. Write to the men who have gone, 
and send them the publications of the parish. My young 
married people’s class conducts a regular weekly letter 
service to our more than sixty service men. Organize, 
if the parish be large enough, special prayer services, 
short, full of meditation and times for silent prayer, with 
bidding prayers for our nation, its leaders, our soldiers, 
sailors and air men, the nations of the world, our 
enemies, the Church, ourselves. The prayer subjects 
are excellently covered in the Army and Navy manual 
published by our National Lutheran Council Service 
Comission. See that every man going into service is 
given one, signed by the pastor and presented with 
prayer. Some pastors have organized “going away com- 
munion services” for the families affected. And, finally, 
in all things set a sincere, inspiring personal example, 
of serenity, confidence, courage, sacrifice and love. 
“Against these there is no law.” 
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Meeting of the Executive Board of the UL.C.A. 


Reported by SECRETARY W. H. GREEVER 


Tue sixth meeting of the Executive Board for the cur- 
rent biennium was held in New York July 9, with almost 
a full attendance. This meeting was preceded by a free 
conference July 8. The subjects discussed by the confer- 
ence were subjects to be acted upon by the Executive 
Board in its official meeting. Those invited to the con- 
ference were: all members of the Executive Board, all 
members of the U. L. C. A. Commission to the National 
Lutheran Council, all members of the U. L. C. A. Com- 
mission on Relations to Other Lutheran Bodies in Amer- 
ica and the members of the U. L. C. A. in the American 
Section of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran 
World Convention. This conference was called by the 
officers of the U. L. C. A., whose action in this matter 
was approved by the Executive Board July 9. The two 
subjects discussed in the conference were the Relation- 
ship of the U. L. C. A. to the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America and the Relationship of 
the U. L. C. A. to Other Lutheran Bodies in America, in 
view of Recent Developments through the National Lu- 
theran Council. The conference was presided over by 
Dr. Armin G. Weng and was served by Dr. H. H. Bagger 
as secretary, whose account of the conference, somewhat 
in the form of minutes, will appear as a separate article 
in THE LUTHERAN. 


The Pension Plan 


The final report of the Legal Committee was made on 
July 9 and was approved for submission to the next 
convention of the Church. The Executive Board passed 
a resolution that the full report, presenting the whole 
proposed plan, be published in a designated issue of THE 
LuTHERAN and that copies of that issue of THe LUTHERAN 
be sent to all ministers of the U. L. C. A., and that as 
full publicity as possible be given to the proposed plan 
in advance of its consideration in the convention. 


Relationships to Other Lutheran Bodies 


The question of improved relationships between Lu- 
theran bodies in America was not before the Executive 
Board, as that is a matter to be presented directly to the 
convention by the U. L. C. A. Commission to the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council, whose report will appear in the 
pre-convention bulletin. 


Relationship to the Federal Council 


The report of the special committee appointed by the 
Executive Board to study the whole question of external 
relationships was approved by the Executive Board for 
submission to the next convention of the Church. The 
report included other items, but the immediate interest 
was most definite on the answer to the invitation from 
the Federal Council that the U. .L. C. A. now change its 
“consultative” relationship to that of full membership. 
The report, which will appear in the pre-convention bul- 
letin, contained a recital of steps taken by the committee 


in reaching its recommendations, and was accompanied . 


hy a lengthy “Brief” containing text and references to 
former actions of the Church pertaining to the question. 


The recommendations of the report as approved by the 
Executive Board are as follows: 


1. That the U. L. C. A., in the unity of the one Holy 
Catholic Church, to which all true believers in Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Saviour belong, reaffirm its sincere desire to 
make its maximum contribution to the cause of Christianity 
in the world, through the best and most consistent relation- 
ships among recognized Christian churches. 


2. That the U. L. C. A. reaffirm our strong conviction 
that according to the nature and constitution of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, all member- 
ships in it should be of a consultative character, and that 
the Council is and should be a conferential body. 


3. That the United Lutheran: Church in America con- 
tinue its consultative membership in the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America. 


4. That the Executive Board of the U. L. C. A. be in- 
structed to increase its appropriation for the support of the 
Federal Council from $2,000 to $4,000 per annum for the 
next biennium. 


5. That our quota of representatives as provided by the 
constitution of the Federal Council (14 on the basis of the 
present membership) be filled by appointment of the Execu- 
tive Board, for a single term of six years ‘each (at first ap- 
pointment, approximately one-third to serve two years, and 
approximately one-third to serve four years)—these rep- 
resentatives to the Council to have voice but not vote. 


6. That from these representatives, the Executive Board 
make appointments to the Council’s Executive Committee, 
to departments already approved, and to any additional de- 
partments in which it regards representation as desirable. 


7. That these representatives be constituted an official 
Commission of the U. L. C. A. to the Federal Council, to be 
responsible in all matters pertaining to our relationship with 
the Council, and to make biennial reports to the U. L. C. A. 
convention. 


8. That any previous actions of the U. L. C. A., not in 
harmony with these recommendations, .be rescinded. 


The World Crisis and Peace 


At the meeting of the Executive Board in New York, 
January 8 and 9, 1942, a special committee was author- 
ized to prepare a statement “interpreting the ways of 
God to men in time of war,” and defining the grounds of 
a just and enduring peace. Your committee reports as 
follows: 


THE CHURCH—AND A WORLD AT WAR 

1. The world today is torn with strife which, in its roots, 
is the product of Godlessness. God has been left out of the 
lives of men. Therefore, mankind is reaping the harvest of 
its apostasy, in judgment, discipline, and vicarious suffering. 
All have sinned, against each other, against themselves, and 
thus against God. Our world has lost its religious moorings. 
In too many places its mind is perplexed and its motives 
confused because its soul is dark. In too many places it has 
lost the light of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our 
struggle is not alone or primarily against flesh and blood, 
it is against spiritual wickedness in the high places of man’s 
being. As a first and fundamental step toward righteousness 
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and peace we call all people to repentance and a rededica- 
tion of their lives to the will of God. In His will alone is 
man’s peace. Men will never get right with each other until 
they have first gotten right with God. 


2. The storms and agonies of war have been brought 
down upon the nations of the world primarily by those who 


deny the sovereignty of the God of Brotherhood and Good-. 


will, who worship only themselves and lust for power. This 
self-worship, ruthless of the rights of others, is man’s fun- 
damental idolatry. It is a plague, born of the devil, nour- 
ished by vaunting pride, with which the Christian church 
and Christian people cannot temporize. Today it threatens 
to extinguish from the earth those ideals of freedom and 
human brotherhood which are fundamentals of our faith as 
Christians, and are the spiritual essence of our life as a 
nation. Therefore, we call upon our people in particular, and 
all Christian people in general, to dedicate themselves 
wholly, with every resource of heart and mind and con- 
science, to the defeat and destruction of this evil. We call 
upon our own people to give to our country the fullest meas- 
ure of devotion and support, as the privilege and duty of 
Christian citizens. 


3. Since we believe God reigns, and is working out His 
purposes, we believe that a better world order can be born 
out of the present travail. We believe that although He is 
“afflicted in the afflictions of His people,” nevertheless, He 
is also using the “wrath of men to praise Him’”—to draw the 
nations together into a world family—to show their inter- 
dependence—to teach them the necessity for world co-opera- 
tion. He wants His children to live together in brotherhood. 
These are the ideals of His Kingdom. We believe that King- 
dom shall inevitably come, and that His Glory shall “cover 
the earth as the waters cover the sea.” To that end we sum- 
mon our people to an earnest, searching study of the ways 
and means to an enduring world peace—to a study of the 
implications of this goal with respect to national preroga- 
tives, and economic privileges and religious prejudices—to a 
study of the pre-requisites, for such a goal, of world-law, 
world-freedom, world-justice, and an adequate world-au- 
thority, implemented with police power to maintain inter- 
national tranquility. We urge every congregation to make 
such a study a part of its educational program in the coming 
year. 


4, Buta world peace will come only to men of good will. 
Peace is not an unconditional gift of God. It is a by-product 
of righteousness. Righteousness and good will are God’s 
first goals. Peace is their flower and fruit. If enduring peace 
is to come to mankind it can come only to men and through 
men who are wholly dedicated, through faith in Christ, and 
by the power of His Holy Spirit, to righteousness and good 
will. This faith and power, bearing fruit in righteousness 
and good will, are the only real bases of a just and lasting 
peace. Therefore, all Christians are challenged as never be- 
fore, by the spectacle of a world-agony born of selfishness 
and hate, to cultivate in their lives the gifts of God’s grace, 
through God’s Word and Sacraments, that they may become 
more effective exemplars and evangelists of that righteous- 
ness and good will, which alone can produce a just and last- 
ing peace. 


5. The powers of evil generate special spiritual poisons 
to gain their end. Christians will need to be especially on 
guard against the passions of hate and revenge, which will 
inevitably arise to make men bitter, and unforgiving, to- 
ward our enemies. To give these passions sway will trans- 
form any temporal victory into eternal defeat. We will then 
indeed win another war—in the long, dark, tragic record of 
man’s inhumanity to man—and will lose the peace. Let all 
Christians pray for special Grace from God, that hatred in 
the days ahead may not frustrate His ends for us, and that 
the bright promise of a brotherly world for all mankind, now 
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being bought at bloody cost, may not be betrayed by the 
spirit of revenge. 


6. The end of the present conflict will find the war-torn 
peoples of the world in tragic want. The Church must be 
ready to bring to them a ministry of merciful help and relief 
in the name of Christ. Our Lutheran Church is already en- 
gaged upon such a program of help to the distressed areas 
of the world through Lutheran World Action. We call upon 
our people to a generous support of these relief programs, 
and to be ready to increase that support, commensurate with 
the growing needs of suffering peoples, in the days that lie 
ahead. 


7. Great occasions call for great men. The plight of hu- 
manity today and the possibilities for the future call for great 
Christians and a more effective witness by the Church. 
Therefore, we summon our own people to a new and solemn 
dedication of themselves and all they have, of loyalty and 
love and life, for a renewed proclamation of Christ’s Gospel, 
and a world-wide advance by His Church. We believe that 
God is plowing all the nations for a new Gospel harvest. The 
Church is confronted by an unparalleled opportunity to 
mold the new age after the pattern of the Kingdom of God. 
The time is ripe for a vigorous program of world missions. 
We can only seize the opportunity, as we give ourselves in 
sacrificial ardent witness, as we dedicate, more generously 
than ever before, our earthly goods, all that we are and all 
that we have, to the cause of Christ’s Kingdom and the con- 
quest of the world for Him. 


8. Finally, the paramount service the Church has to 
render to a world at war is to proclaim the Redemptive Love 
of God, and to make men, indeed, the sons of God by the 
power of His Holy Spirit. To that end we call upon our peo- 
ple, and all Christians everywhere, to renewed prayer, and 
the cultivation of spiritual values through the preaching of 
the Word of God, and the Holy Communion, as the primary 
means by which we may gain the vision, faith, courage and 
patience needed to accomplish God’s holy purposes for us 
and for all mankind. 


Elections 

The Executive Board elected members to church 
boards as follows: 

Mrs. O. C. Schmidt of Philadelphia, Pa., was elected 
to the Board of American Missions for the term expiring 
1946, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. 
Robbin B. Wolf. 

Miss Barbara Wiegand of Washington, D. C., was 
elected to the Board of Education for the term expiring 
in October 1946, to fill the vacancy caused by the res- 
ignation of Dr. A. M. Weaver. 

Mr. Harry J. Landbeck of Baltimore, Md., was elected 
to the Board of Deaconess Work for the term expiring 
1944, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Mr. Harry R. Hagerty. 


There was discussion of the possibilities of conditions 
which might make it necessary to postpone the 1942 
convention of the Church, but full agreement was ex- 
pressed that no change in plans should be made now 
and that no need to change plans is seriously expected. 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Executive Board 
that each Board and Agency of the Church will do well 
to consider carefully the necessity, before agreeing to 
have part in special meetings, conferences, etc., of what- 
ever nature, and also to arrange wherever possible, at 
least for the duration, to curtail sharply the number of 
meetings of its own organizations and of its executive 
and other committees. 
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Among 


What Mothers Want 


SomEoNE has summed up the difference between a 
politician and a statesman in the following: “A politician 
finds out what the voters want and gives it to them; a 
statesman finds out what the voters ought to have and 
makes them want it.” 

The statement popped into my mind the other day 
when someone was talking about the decline of the 
Christian home. Church leaders have been worrying 
about that for some time. ‘People do not spend enough 
time in their homes. What time they spend there is not 
always put to Christian use. The whole burden of the 
Christian training of the young is being shifted from 
the home to the church. It is time to build up the Chris- 
tian home, before it breaks down entirely.” 

A good deal of it is entirely justified; but little of it 
does any good. If people do not want to stay in their 
homes, they will not stay there. If they do not want to 
act like Christians in their homes, they won’t. If they 
want the church to assume full responsibility for the 
Christian training of their children, the church will have 
to find a way to carry the burden. 

A democratic agency like the Protestant Church 
knows no way to make its members do anything they 
do not really want to do. The members control the 
votes and no one can or ought to, coerce them into 
anything. 

On the other hand, it is nice to see that the church 
has assumed the role of statesman, rather than of pol- 
itician. Our leaders know what the members ought to 
have and they are trying to make us want it—not only 
trying, but in a large measure succeeding—in their pro- 
gram of educating for family life. 

What most of us needed was a stimulus to think things 
through. 

Unfortunately the relation of home to church and 
community is not a matter that can be decided once and 
for all. It calls for constant re-thinking and dovetailing. 
Particularly under stress of the present emergency, we 
have to decide what values we must hold and what we 
can sacrifice. Every mother is called on to do all sorts 
of things outside her home. Her patriotism—even her 
desire to insure a safer world for her children—may 
urge her to contribute her talents to the national effort. 
She herself must decide how much time she can spare 
from the needs of her family. 

But there are a few guide-posts that indicate where 
her road may lead. In the first place, statistics show that 
juvenile delinquency is on the increase. What percent- 
age of the increase is due to mothers working outside 
the home and leaving youngsters too much on their 
own, we can only guess. 

In the second place, studies of British children show 
that they react to the war very much as the people they 
admire and trust react. In a highly unstable world, no 
one can give a child the same feeling of stability that 
his mother can give him. The mother who is deciding 
whether or not to enter full-time war work must ask 
herself quite candidly whether there is any other person 
who can help her child to develop normally in an ab- 
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normal world as well as she could do the job herself. 

Arrangements are being made in some localities to 
care for children while their mothers are engaged in 
war work of a voluntary or professional sort. In some 
cases they are sponsored by churches and have the chil- 
dren’s spiritual as well as physical and mental needs in 
mind. But whatever the agency to which she turns 
over the care of her child, every mother naturally asks 
herself, “Will they do my job as well as I could?” 

Church leaders know we want the best for our 
children. 


Daddy-Long-Legs 


Her came slowly along the slender stalk of the “Ink- 
berry” bush. The foremost of his delicate legs tested 
the terrain ahead of him. They waved almost aimlessly 
to right and left and straight ahead. When they came 
to a leaf or stalk that was firm enough to hold his weight 
they caught hold and the rest of his body followed. On 
he went until at the edge of the leaf the gently waving 
feelers met nothing but empty air. 

Then his steps had to be retraced. Back he would go 
over the route he had traveled. Feel, test, step. Pa- 
tiently he would go back to the main stem. Then on to 
another leaf—one that was within easy climbing dis- 
tance of another slightly higher. 

It would have taken more than an ordinarily patient 
observer to discover his ultimate goal. Sometimes it 
looked as though there might be none. Sometimes his 
journey seemed an aimless, hopeless, groping after some- 
thing he might not recognize if he found it. Yet he was 
making progress. By almost imperceptible stages he was 
going from one place to another. Reaching, stretching— 
those hairlike legs were taking him somewhere. 

Few human beings can study any other form of animal 
life for an extended period without reading into what 
they see some parallel with human existence. The 
Daddy-Long-Legs began to seem like a symbol of man’s 
long climb toward something higher than the civiliza- 
tion that he knows. On, on, he goes. Now he makes a 
false start, now a true one. Here he must retrace his 
steps. There he is advancing along the main track. But 
always he is reaching, stretching toward something bet- 
ter than anything he has known before. Even when he 
appears to go backward he is often moving by a new 
path toward better things. That has been true in the 
past. It will probably be true in the future. 

Only a blind optimist could claim that the immediate 
future must be the better for the horrors of the present. 
But only a blind pessimist can refuse to see the pos- 
sibility of a “new birth of freedom” ahead. 

The Daddy-Long-Legs braced himself against the 
breeze that blew the bush from side to side. Near him 
several berries were blown loose and fell to the ground, 
but he held fast. His tiny feet gripped the stalk. His 
body swayed but his footing was firm. 

The scientist would not give our eight-legged friend 
credit for what we call “thinking,” yet he showed better 
sense than many human creatures do in time of stress. 
Stubbornly he clung to something stronger than himself. 
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Trash or Treasures 


Mrs. Lathrop Finds It Is All in Your Point of View 


“Can I go fishing out at Johnson’s Corners with 
Tommy, Mother? His mother says he can go if I can.” 

“But Mark, isn’t this the day we were going to sort 
your belongings and get them in order before you go 
to camp next week?” 

“Couldn’t we do it tomorrow? Or after I come. home 
from fishing tonight?” 

“Tomorrow is my day to clean the rest of the up- 
stairs. That’s why we were going to do your room to- 
day. Then it will be nice and clean when I finish the 
regular cleaning tomorrow.” 

“Couldn’t you clean the rest of the upstairs today and 
my room tomorrow?” 

“Please don’t be difficult, Mark. You know that the 
‘junk’ we pull out of your closet and bureau drawers 
would upset the whole second floor. And I want every- 
thing in order when the rest of us leave for Grand- 
mother Lathrop’s. I hate to ask you to give up your 
fishing, but I don’t see what else we can do—unless you 
are satisfied to let me clean out your things myself and 
not get cross if I throw away some of your treasures.” 

“No, sir! That would never do! You’d say it was all 
trash and that would be the last I’d see of my Dies. I 
want to be there when they are sorted!” 

“Then tell Tommy you will go fishing when we have 
finished.” 

“O. K. He’s waiting out back. I’ll tell him.” 

I gave the sink a final swish with my dishcloth and 
Joan hung her tea towel on the rack. She sidled over 
to me coaxingly. 

“Can I help you and Mark this morning?” 

“I guess so. Finish up your own room first and we’ll 
probably find a good job for you.” 

Mark returned announcing that Tommy thought his 
father might be persuaded to take them later in the day. 
“So we won’t have to ride all the way out there on our 
bikes after wall. It’s a good thing you wouldn’t let me go 
right now.’ 

I was glad to begin our conte on such a cheerful 
note. In my heart I was hoping that I could persuade 
my son to part with some of the stuff he has accumu- 
lated. I had been so proud of myself when we put in 
the “museum shelves,” which were supposed to give 
some sort of orderly expression to his collecting instinct. 
But his collection had long since overflowed the shelves. 

“Let’s put the things you like best on the shelves.” 

“All right. I guess we’d better put my bird things 
there. They really are my best things, I guess. The nest 
I found under the bushes on Skinny’s lawn and the bird 
eggs. You know, Mother, I am really very lucky to have 
four different kinds of eggs without robbing any nests. 
Frank has more. He must have about seven or eight. 
But no true bird lover would ever rob a nest to improve 
his own collection.” 

“Did you and Tommy figure that out for yourselves?” 
J asked concealing a smile. 

“Yes. Daddy told us that first; but we thought it over 
and decided he was right. That’s what we do in school. 
Our teacher tells us we need not believe everything she 


says until we think it through for ourselves. So that’s 
what we did in our bird club.” 

Little by little, we brought order out of chaos. A 
football helmet was fished out of a box of toy soldiers, 
and to my surprise Mark volunteered to give away the 
soldiers. He was too big for “baby stuff.” An ancient 
lump of modeling clay, a pair of bat’s wings that had 
long given me the creeps, and the petrified center of an 
old Easter egg were gradually added to the “discards.” 

Mark and I were so engrossed in what we were doing 
that we paid little attention to Joan. I took for granted 
that she had finished straightening up her own room, 
but there didn’t seem much she could do to help here. 

“Want to take this pile of stuff down to the cellar and 
put it in one of daddy’s ash buckets?” 

“Mother!” exclaimed Joan. “You don’t mean you’re 
going to let Mark throw all those things away, do you? 
Look at all those perfectly good soldiers! And those 
comic books!” 

“That's right, Mother; maybe Joan would like some 
of these things. Why didn’t we think to ask her? You 
take anything in that pile that you want, Joan.” 

I knew why I hadn’t asked her. I had been hoping 
to see the last of the stuff that had been cluttering up 
one room of the house. I had no desire to see it simply 
transferred to another. But I had not the heart to say 
“no.” Mark was as magnanimous as if he had been 
offering her the half of his kingdom, and Joan was de- 
lighted. 

“Took, Mother! Mark says I can have this kite string 
in case I ever have a kite and need it!” 

“You will be prepared, won’t you? Let’s go over to 
your room and see where we are going to put all these 
things, shall we?” 

I saw by Joan’s alarm clock that we had made better 
time than I expected. “Come on, Joan, let’s sort your 
things too. Then you and Mark will have neat rooms.” 

By lunch time, both the children’s bedrooms were 
much improved. “Here are some old pictures I made in 
school last year.and some Children of the Church things 
from way before that. I don’t want these old things.” 

“Well, if you are sure you don’t want them, do you 
mind if I take them? I have some other things you and 
Mark have made and I’ll just add these to my collection.” 


Naughty 
Nora’s 


Nonsense 


THE whole world’s rushing 
on so fast 

To catch the future 

Before it’s past. 


\ 
NAUGHTY NORA 
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Saeed Sa fences 


But let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay; and 
whatsoever is more than these is of the evil one. 


Matthew 5: 37 


“Br truthful. Be accurate. We always weaken what 
we exaggerate,” said La Harfe. In contrast with exag- 
geration and distortion of the news to fit into the prop- 
aganda of some governments, it is satisfying to know 
that official communiques of our own and some other 
allied nations are accurate and reliable. It is reprehen- 
sible, however, that the offhand utterances of some of 
our officers and men, as paraded in print, are pointed up 
with expletives and loose language that are unbecoming 
their rank and dignity. While Chiang Kai-Shek gathers 
his staff for daily devotions, his Christian followers must 
be shocked at the expressions of some of our American 
representatives. “Yea, yea”; and “Nay, nay” would 
better express the true American and Christian. 


+ + + 


Now these things were our examples, to the intent 
we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 
I Corinthians 10: 6 


AN eminent preacher said that desires are “sent forth 
by the mind to hunt after and bring in what one wants.” 
“Tf desire is always kept upon the advance, upward, 
fixed upon something to absolutely and fully satisfy, it 
should terminate in God.” But restless man is not con- 
tent to go constantly forward; he turns aside to seek 
false satisfactions in “a continual, restless circulation 
from one empty thing to another.” 


+ + + 


Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it 
is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and 
rise up to play. I Corinthians 10: 7 


Tue Israelites, dancing before the golden calf while 
their great leader was communing with Jehovah “in the 
holy mount,” expressed an all too common desire of 
worshipers everywhere to mix pleasure and social fes- 
tivities with religion. The longing for “the melons and 
the leeks” and the social get-together by “the flesh-pots” 
of Egypt led from a materialistic attitude into the wor- 
ship of gold and false gods, and into heathen bondage. 


~ + + 


Neither let us make trial of the Lord, as some of 


them made trial, and perished by the serpents. 
I Corinthians 10: 9 


A BRILLIANT student made “trial of the Lord” by 
abusing his unusual talents in riotous living. From a 
life of great promise he degenerated into a drunkard and 
died while raving with delirium tremens. He “perished 
by the serpents” which his distorted imagination saw 
infesting his room and bed. A picture was he of mul- 
titudes of the sons of Adam whom “the old serpent” 
from Eden has beguiled and led into sin and destruction. 
When we sin against ourselves as well as against others 
we are transgressing God’s will and shall inevitably 
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suffer the penalty, unless salvation comes through the 
help of “the second Adam” Who alone can deliver us. 


+ + + 


Blessed are they that have been persecuted for right- 
eousness’ sake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Matthew 5: 10 


Tue estimated 2,000 or more teachers and Lutheran 
pastors in Norway who were imprisoned earlier this 
year have brought to over 7,000 the number of leaders 
of that sturdy people who are reported to be in concen- 
tration or forced-labor camps. Four officials of sunken 
Norwegian ships told us recently their vessels were 
among a thousand which refused to return and sur- 
render after the German invasion, and this despite the 
fact the wives and children of the seamen are in dire 
straits and they are threatened with annulment of their 
marriages. They may lose all here; but “theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven” if they live as His disciples. 


+ - + 


For the love of Christ constraineth us. 


II Corinthians 5: 14 


THE controlling passion of a man’s life, said someone, 
“is hotter than fire and stronger than death,” because it 
“beareth a man through and above all the terrors of 
both” for the gaining of that which is supremely de- 
sired. The passion of vengeance caused a salesman to 
murder two prominent attorneys. The passions of hate 
or jealousy, of patriotism or loyalty will carry one 
through fire and battle unflinchingly. But love is the 
supreme passion. For it God gave Himself in the sac- 
rifice of His only begotten Son in crucifixion. 


+ + + 


Wherefore let them also that suffer according to the 
will of God commit their souls in well-doing unto a 
faithful Creator. I Peter 4: 19 


A young bride refused to believe she had tuberculosis, 
and she imperiled the health of her husband, who was 
unaware of her condition. She ignored the truth until 
it was too late. Then, being ordered to a sanatorium by 
her physician, she collapsed and implored God for 
health. Finding her case critical, she became rebellious, 
then submissive. By the grace of God she found peace 
and became a devout Christian, committing herself 
trustingly to the heavenly Father. In her new-found 
calm she recovered and is now a devout Christian, 
serving in the home and church. 


PRAYER 

ALMIGHTY God, Who hast given us a land wherein we 
are free to read and hear Thy Word, to confess Thy 
Name, and to labor together for the extension of Thy 
Kingdom: Grant, we beseech Thee, that the liberty 
vouchsafed unto us may be continued to our children 
and our children’s children, and that the power of the 
Gospel may here abound, to the blessing of all the na- 
tions of the earth, and to Thine eternal glory. Amen. 


Ay 
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Judicial Thinking 


Most people jump to conclusions the moment they 
read the headlines. If the front-page display tells of a 
number of vessels of an armada as “sunk or destroyed,” 
the average reader does not look down the column to 
learn how many are officially reported sunk and not just 
“thought” to be sunk, how many are damaged and not 
just “hit,” what kind of ships they were and what was 
their importance in the total strategy of the war. A 
writer in the Baltimore Sun humorously refers to the 
way some exaggerate the facts and get a contorted pic- 
ture from the news: “Five tigers, eight hyenas, three 
birds and four rabbits do not add up to ‘twenty dan- 
gerous animals’ when one looks at the combined Axis 
strength of Germany plus Japan plus Italy plus France.” 

Readers are too often swayed by big-line display and 
behind-the-line propaganda. Up or down goes the mer- 
cury in the thermometer of their feelings, as popular 
opinion blows hot or cold. A victory here or a reverse 
there makes a temporary hero or dethrones a one-time 
idol. Never perhaps in history have there been such 
sudden shifts on the international checkerboard and 
such strange reversals of cheers and curses. And never 
has there been greater need of clear thinking and calm 
acting in all quarters. 

To the point may be cited the undue publicity re- 
cently given a Lutheran pastor in one of our cities be- 
cause he was indicted for alleged complicity in the activ- 
ities of a group of alien sympathizers and the unfair 
remark by some, “Yes, Germans are Lutherans, and 
Lutherans are German sympathizers.” Such injudicious 
half-truths and false inferences fail to fill out the true 
picture, namely, that one such pastor was arraigned in 
contrast with the thousands who are bitterly anti-Nazi; 
that one German Lutheran was paraded in the head- 
lines as against the overwhelming number who are loyal 
Americans and the countless Lutherans in many lands 
who are victims of Hitlerian aggression. 


Wisdom of the Ages 


DiscarDING the false and the transitory, seekers after 
truth would fit their thinking and living into the wisdom 
of the ages, as enriched by poets, prophets, and seers 
through successive generations. As said Lord Tennyson: 


“Yet I doubt not thro’ the ages one increasing purpose runs, 
And the thoughts of men are widen’d with the process of 
the suns.” 


In relating his experiences and thoughts to everlasting 
truth, the poet refers to the sobering effects of wisdom: 


“Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers, and I linger on the 
shore, 

And the individual withers, and the world is more and 
more. 


“Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers, and he bears a 
laden breast, 

Full of sad experience, moving toward the stillness of his 
rest.” 


Transcending Passion 


DisaPPpoInteD in love and seemingly embittered 
Tennyson depicts the rejected suitor as resisting the 
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temptation to risk death on the battlefield. He was then 
tempted to hide himself in some far-away retreat in the 
Orient. There he would marry a savage and try to for- 
get the past and the ways of civilization. Yet he would 
restore the chastened passions of his youth. With such 
a back-to-nature urge, he cries out: 


“Hide me from my deep emotion, O thou wondrous Mother- 
Age! 

“Make me feel the wild pulsation that I felt before the strife, 

When I heard my days before me, and the tumult of my 
life; 

“Yearning for the large excitement that the coming years 
would yield, 

Eager-hearted as a boy when first he leaves his father’s 
field.” 


Lost to “the world,” out amidst nature, he would revel 
in a new life where 


“Droops the heavy-blossom’d bowef, hangs the heavy- 
fruited tree— 
Summer isles of Eden lying in dark-purple spheres of sea.” 
“There methinks would be enjoyment more than in this 
march of mind, 
In the steamship, in the railway, in the thoughts that shake 
mankind.” 


But hiding away from civilized society, among sav- 
ages, his better self deplores as unworthy of the high 
instincts of such a one as he: “I the heir of all the ages, 
in the foremost files of time.” And so he finally, in sea- 
soned sanity, exclaims: “Better fifty years of Europe 
than a cycle of Cathay!” 

Were England’s poet laureate writing today, the “fifty 
years of Europe” as now is would be gladly exchanged 
for any Cathay retreat, if the latter would give peace 
and contentment, away from the raging of passions 
wilder than any the writer had known. 

To hide from one’s passions is impossible. They fol- 
low in lusts of the flesh or turmoils of the spirit wher- 
ever man is found. One cannot escape their tempting 
or raging. To supplant the lower passions with the 
higher, and to overcome the base and evil with the ex- 
alted and the good, is the triumphant way. 

Of all transcendent passions, religion is the most vital 
and far-reaching. Passions of poetic fervor, of inventive 
or productive ingenuity and enthusiasm, of patriotism, 
of loyalty to family or devotion to loved ones, all tran- 
scend the baser passions that consume the body and the 
soul; but these nobler movings cannot find their highest 
expression unless exalted and inspired by a driving pas- 
sion begotten of God’s Spirit. “Love divine, all love ex- 
celling, joy of heaven to earth come down,” expresses 
the holy fire made available through God’s incarnation. 
Having granted salvation, His inreigning Spirit trans- 
forms the believer and implants in him a holy passion. 

The idolatrous lusts of the Israelites when they danced 
around the golden calf at the foot of Sinai, their licen- 
tious orgies when they joined in heathen worship in the 
land of Moab, brought summary punishment from 
Jehovah. To us they are examples of the perils of de- 
basing passions, in immoral conduct and in unholy wor- 
ship. To deliver from the power and penalty of evil 
motivations only God’s Spirit is sufficient. 


The suggestions in the four columns of these two facing 
pages are presented for study and meditation by J. William 
McCauley, D.D., Salem Virginia. 
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THE LUTHERAN 


coACROSS THE “DESK 


In this year, when the United Lutheran Church is 
engaged in grateful recognition of the centennial and 
bicentennial of Father Heyer and Patriarch Muhlenberg, 
its members are not less sensitive to their successors of 
this present time. Among the missionaries who gained 
an entree for the Gospel in the lives of the women of 
India is Dr. Mary Baer, who arrived in Guntur in 1895. 
First she was assigned to the hospital in that city as an 
assistant to Dr. Anna S. Kugler. In 1908 she was as- 
signed to what for two years had been a dispensary in 
Chirala, which was “housed” in a shed with a thatched 
roof and a mud floor. In a short time there were two 
sheds. The erection of a hospital on land granted by the 
government was the third forward step. 

During one of Dr. Baer’s furlough visits to the United 
States, a reporter at a meeting at which she made an 
address described her as a person of indomitable pa- 
tience. The character of her consecration is obvious 
when one thinks of the difficulties that confronted her 
and her associates in the faraway area to which she vol- 
untarily devoted almost four decades of continuous serv- 
ice. She was retired in 1934 from active service, but she 
chose to await in India her call to the Church Trium- 
phant. Her death occurred on July 11. Her birthday 
was November 1, 1863. 


AUTHENTIC STATISTICS 

WHEN someone asks concerning the numerical 
strength of the Lutheran Church in the United States 
and Canada, the query can be answered on the basis of 
reliable authority. The statistical department of the 
National Lutheran Council has issued its second “Bul- 
letin.” (The first was published in 1940.) On page 5 of 
the later, the 1942, edition, one reads: Major divisions, 
including “Independent congregations” as one, eighteen. 
Ordained ministers, 13,038; Organized congregations, 
15,796; Baptized members, 4,990,893; Confirmed mem- 
bers, 3,514,799. Also given in the same tabulation is the 
information that there are 250 clergymen from Amer- 
ican churches ministering in foreign mission fields, 
where 303,878 baptized and 142,834 persons have been 
gathered into 2,910 congregations. 

Having in mind that small pervasive and occasionally 
perverse group who are not sure that the church is do- 
ing anything, we leafed through the bulletin in order to 
list the “occupations” in which Lutheran synods are en- 
gaged. We are reporting for activities in which one or 
more of the seventeen “general bodies” are engaged. 
Naturally the thirty-three “independent congregations” 
are not listed. 

Under Home Missions the tabulation consists of 
twenty-five items in the United States, Canada, and 
Mexico. Therein 3,711 congregations are related to the 
seventeen boards. Their total baptized membership ex- 
ceeds 555,000. Their “support” is assisted by appropria- 
tions in the amount of $2,188,128. 

Foreign mission enterprises directed by American 
boards are listed under twenty-seven items. The fields 
of work require 236 ordained and 33 unordained men, 
173 single women and 235 wives of missionaries, with 


250 ordained and 6,069 unordained nationals to provide 
the ministrations for 3,044 congregations and 940 preach- 
ing places. The baptized membership of all is reported 
at 304,028. (The pamphlet explains the difficulty of ob- 
taining accurate figures in these war-troubled times.) 

Twenty-two theological seminaries, thirty four-year 
colleges, thirty-five junior colleges and academies sup- 
ply religious education and training for pastors. Enroll- 
ment reports show that 1,606 men were studying to pre- 
pare for ordination to the Lutheran ministry. Grounds 
and equipment are given a valuation of about ten mil- 
lion dollars. The total expense sum is $559,209: one 
assumes that is the yearly requirement. Distributed 
among 1,606 students, it approximates $340 per capita. 

Table Number VIII, Deaconess Motherhouses, inter- 
ested us. It lists ten motherhouses with 354 consecrated 
sisters and 48 probationers. The annual expense column 
adds up for the ten, $417,675. The Lutheran general 
bodies should, we respectfully suggest, give thought to 
the unequal distribution of their motherhouses. As 
listed in the bulletin before us, none is south of Balti- | 
more, west of Denver, or in the entirety of Canada. 

With Table Number IX the series of institutions en- 
gaged in some form of the ministry of mercy begins; it 
ends with Table Number XX. Space permits listing 
only the classes of service which the church renders. 
We urge all the auxiliaries of our congregations to pro- 
cure the complete list and at least read it item by item 
at a monthly meeting. The number on the right of each 
class of activity signifies the number of institutions or 
centers of church-sponsored work. 


IX Inner Mission and Welfare Agencies............ 33 
xX City Mission and Institutional Work............ 78 
XI Settlement and Neighborhood House........... 12 
XII Day Nurseries... te ee Hae 3 
XU Summer !/Campsiys ni ee 20 
XIV Hospices and Residence Clubs.........:.....:00008 28 
XV _ Seamen, Immigrants, Transients..............0+ 21 
XVI- Houses: of, Mercy s.2 e e 23 
XVII Child-caring Agencies) i..cjsc0-ss bee eee 80 
AVI. ‘Homes’ for the, Aged: .2-..scc eee ee 97 
XIX Hospitals, Sanitaria, Convalescents.............. 78 
XX Work Among the Deaf and Blind.................. 23 


OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE 


THE LUTHERAN remarks relative to the report of the 
sixth meeting of the Executive Board of the United Lu- 
theran Church (see pages 12 and 13) that three of its 
items call for the type of study that basic principles of 
ecclesiastical organization merit. We make the addi- 
tional and equally positive assertion that it is invariably 
and inevitably injurious to church folks’ efficiency in 
serving their Lord, if the basic tenets: of their relation- 
ships to their fellow believers are not among the vital 
facts of their daily lives. 

Please turn to the pages cited above and note the sub- 
heads in the article, “Meeting of the Executive Board of 
the United Lutheran Church in America.” The three 
items for which we urge more than usual attention are: 
1. The Pension Plan; 2. Relationship to the Federal 
Council; and 3. The World Crisis and Peace. Each of 
these is worthy of assignment to a particular time and 
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special committee for presentation, analysis, discussion 
and, if possible, for a decision on the correctness of the 
Executive Board’s conclusions and recommendations. 
The latter will be offered for adoption at the convention 
in Louisville, Ky., next October. The action taken by 
the convention’s delegates should “express the mind of 
the Church.” It will do so if congregations and confer- 
ences plan properly to use the time from now until their 
representatives are in convention assembled. 

The proposals and data relating to the “Pension Plan” 
involve the establishment of what is technically known 
as “The Contributory Pension Plan” and the gradual 
shelving of the present “Service Pension Plan,’ which 
was the system adopted in 1928, when the Pension En- 
dowment Fund was raised by the churches. In order 
that adequate information concerning this whole propo- 
sition may be available, a pamphlet description will be 
printed and distributed. (It is our impression that this 
pamphlet will be mailed to pastors, lay delegates to the 
convention and other interested parties next month.) 

Relations to the Federal Council and their implications 
have been under investigation for several months. Since 
last January a special committee consisting of Secretary 
Greever and members Foelsch and Tulloss of the Ex- 
ecutive Board have conducted hearings, formed contacts 
with officers of the Federal Council, and prepared a 
“brief” for the enlightenment of the churches. In re- 
sponse to the request of the Midwest Synod, Ture Lu- 
THERAN in its August 5 issue will give its readers a brief 
sketch of the founding and history of the Federal 
Council. 

Later in August information concerning agencies at 
work on war and peace problems will be made available 
to our readers. Meantime very careful reading should 
be given the report accepted by the Executive Board 
under the heading “The Church and a World at War.” 


Faith 


Contributed by Dr. W. H. GrEEvER 


What Christian Faith Is. The Christian religion is 
based upon facts: The Son of God becomes man (Incar- 
nation); He lives a sinless life; He performs miracles 
and is God manifest in the flesh; He dies on the cross as 
a sacrifice for the sins of the world; He rises from the 
dead; He sends the Holy Spirit, the Regenerator of hu- 
man hearts and the Guide into all truth; He establishes 
and commissions the Church. 

When these facts, and other facts related to them are 
accepted as facts, that is Belief. These facts are facts of 
supreme meaning. When accepted with their true 
meaning, that also is Belief. When they are accepted, 
in their true meaning, with the heart as well as with the 
head, so that the individual commits himself, without 
reservation, to the intent of God expressed in these facts, 
that is Trust. This Belief and this Trust together con- 
stitute Faith—faith in God. 

Faith is God’s gift of Grace. All of the facts upon 
which the Christian religion is based are acts of God’s 
grace, and revelations of His will. Belief does not neces- 
sarily come before trust, in faith, because trust is a mat- 
ter of personal relationship which may be either based 
upon belief in facts, or upon a personal experience, to 
be matured by belief in facts. Thus it is that the gift of 
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Trust is bestowed through the experience of regenera- 
tion, in infant baptism, and is strengthened and con- 
firmed in matured faith when belief in facts becomes a 
conscious experience. However, this gift of trust, before 
conscious belief is experienced, is not independent of the 
facts, which themselves are always basic to both belief 
and trust. 


Faith Is Man’s Response to God’s Grace. Faith is 
the great gift of God’s grace in regeneration, and the 
exercise of faith, primarily trust, is man’s first response 
to God’s grace. So it is his primary response throughout 
his life. The Christian, who is saved by faith, also lives 
by faith. His growth in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is by growth in faith. 
His spiritual strength and his every act as a Christian 
are conditioned by his faith. Faith is basic to love, to 
hope, to assurance, to purpose in the Christian life. It is 
basic to prayer and to the committal of life to God’s will. 
It is basic, therefore, to obedience to God’s command- 
ments and to all good works. ‘Without faith it is im- 
possible to please Him.” 


Christian Faith Is Always Concerned With Cer- 
tainties. “It is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” As the soul of faith is trust, 
conviction of the reality and worth in the object to be 
trusted is an absolute necessity. The glory and strength 
of Christian faith is in the certainty of that which it em- 
braces. It allows no ground whatsoever for doubt. It is 
that which makes the hope of the Christian sure and 
steadfast. It is that which makes God’s promises as good 
as fulfilled. It is that which makes prayers effectual. It 
is that which gives comfort in distress, courage in dif- 
ficulties, strength in temptation, and patience in waiting. 
“This is the victory which overcometh the world, even 
our faith.” 


Faith Is a Personal Matter. It resides in the inner- 
most soul of man. It is the vital, basic thing through 
which the relationship between God and man is estab- 
lished and maintained. Even when confessed, it is not 
something in any man’s soul which can be judged by 
any other man. Its quality and strength is known to 
God alone. As the basic, vital thing through which the 
living relationship between God and man is established 
and maintained, faith opens all of the channels through 
which God’s gifts of grace flow into human personality— 
gifts of love, truth, holiness, justice—and all else that 
makes a human life Christlike. A man may be served 
but he cannot be saved by the faith of another. A pri- 
mary question from Jesus to the disciple is: “Believest 
thou?” 


Christian Faith Also Has Social Responsibilities. 
Manifestation is not only a test of faith, but it is also a 
condition upon which God bestows the gift of faith. 
“With the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” God 
requires the confession of faith before men, not only 
that He may receive the honor due Him, but that His 
gift of grace may be commended to those who have it 
not, and upon whom He desires to bestow it. God’s 
whole plan for the salvation of the world is based upon 
the preaching of the Gospel, to the truth and power of 
which those who have faith bear witness. Also, the con- 
fession of faith is the bond of unity and the basis of 
union in the Church upon earth. 
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In Behalf of Mercy 


The Patriarch Abraham Provides an Example of Intercession With God 
By NATHAN R. MELHORN 
Genesis 18: 23-33. The Sunday School Lesson for August 9 


Amone the numerous values which 
belong to the Old Testament with ref- 
erence to the New is the record of in- 
cidents that are typical of God’s deal- 
ing with the people of the earth. These 
narratives are in the characteristic 
style of eastern people who are famed 
for the transmission from generation to 
generation of folklore by means of 
“story tellers.” Evidently Moses was 
appreciative of the hold that these in- 
cidents had upon the intelligence and 
loyalty of the people whom he was 
guiding into the Promised Land. They 
are described by those who comment 
upon the book of Genesis as master- 
pieces of citations from past history. 
The reader of this page is reminded 
that more than four centuries had in- 
tervened from the time of Abraham 
until the period when Moses was di- 
rected to take the posterity of the 
patriarch out of their bondage in Egypt 
into the occupation of the land which 
was promised them. Obedience to the 
requirements of leadership sometimes 
required him to tell them of past con- 
nections with Jehovah. 

It is necessary to read the entirety of 
the eighteenth chapter of the book of 
Genesis (of which verses 23-33 are set 


as the senior lesson text for August 9) | 


in order to have the setting of the plea 
for mercy with which the chapter 
closes. From the opening verses one 
learns that “the Lord appeared unto 
him (Abraham) in the plains of 
Mamre.” The narration continues, “He 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and, lo, 
three men stood by him.” The chapter 
continues by describing the character- 
istic Oriental greeting which was given 
by Abraham to the visitors who were 
suddenly seen within eyesight of the 
door of his tent. He ran toward them 
and invited them to accept the hos- 
pitality which he and Sarah, his wife, 
would at once provide. 


The Promise of a Son 

Following the ministration of hos- 
pitality to his visitors, the inquiry was 
made concerning Sarah, Abraham’s 
wife. After the answer, “She is in the 
tent,” in the portion curtained off for 
the women of the household, Abraham 
was told and Sarah overheard the 
statement, that a son would be granted 
the patriarch. Later on Moses stated 
that the name of this son was Isaac and 
that the promise made to Abraham rel- 
ative to his becoming the father of a 
great people was the reason on account 


of which this wonderful boon is granted 
to a husband and wife beyond the 
natural age to be given an heir. 


A Plea for a Few 

As if to demonstrate that the main 
purpose of the three messengers was 
one of judgment rather than of proph- 
ecy, Abraham next learned that a 
judgment against the wickedness of 
Sodom and Gomorrah was purposed. 
The information evoked from him what 
a commentator calls one of the rare 
pleas of mercy recorded in the Old 
Testament where mercy is asked to 
have priority over stern judgment. The 
“approach” of Abraham in presenting 
his desire is a very human one. Lot, 
the nephew of the Patriarch, with his 
wife and family, were among the res- 
idents of one of these cities whose 
wickedness made them ripe for de- 
struction. Perhaps it is an injustice to 
the characteristics of the Jewish peo- 
ple for the Gentile to observe in this 
narrative what has been given as a 
characteristic of the chosen people 
throughout the Christian era. Abraham 
set up a series of proposals for which 
we use an English term, to dicker. Sup- 
pose there were fifty people in Sodom 
who were righteous, would it be fair 
to destroy them along with the un- 
righteous? And from fifty the number 
who are offered as the reason for spar- 
ing all, grew less and less until it has 
reached the minimum of ten. 


A Racial Tie 

One draws several deductions from 
the response which is given to the plea. 
The Sodomites were not directly in- 
cluded in the promise made to Abraham 
and to his posterity. Lot was of the 
connection, at least by indirection, and 
therefore could be counted within the 
circle of those through whom the Mes- 
sianic promises should be realized. Un- 
doubtedly the plea and the response 
which was made to it are forecasts of 
the merey which God would later ex- 
tend to all who repented at the invita- 
tion of the Christ. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
August 3-9 
M. Spee Prayer for Sodom. Gen. 18: 
23-33. 
T. Daniel’s Intercessory Prayer. Dan. 9: 15-19. 
W. bine neue of Intercessory Prayer. James 
: 13-18. 
Th. Intercession for Wisdom in the Church. 
Ephesians 1: 15-23. 
F. intorecesen for Love in the Church. Phil. 
? 3-11 


Sat. Christ's Intercession for His Disciples. John 


S. Christ's Intercession for Us. Rom. 8: 31-39. 


THE LUTHERAN 


Such incidents as this had as their 
first objective, when related by Moses, 
the communication to the people that 
they were to be bearers of mercy from 
Jehovah their God to mankind. It 
seems safe to assume that this par- 
ticular sort of ethics was again and 
again revealed to Moses and through 
him to his people in order that they 
might be assured, despite their short- 
comings, their impatience, and their 
periods of murmuring, that it is God 
Who was sending them forward to re- 
alize His will and make the way for 
man’s ultimate salvation from the pen- 
alties of sin. This message justified an 
intimacy of communion with God 
which was the essential evidence for 
Israel that they are a chosen people. 
Where occasion requires, the forms as- 
sumed for these direct communications 
are beyond understanding. They are 
in the plane of the miraculous. Any 
effort to reduce them to the character- 
istics of ordinary conversations and 
contacts lands one sooner or later in 
the realm of agnosticism. 

Admittedly there are contradictions 
in the situations described. It is not 
possible that Abraham actually was 
face to face and in conversation with 
God, as God is conceived when it is 
said of the Father by the Only-begotten 
Son, “No man hath seen God at any 
time.” Yet it is equally certain that | 
there was the experience for Abraham | 
of a contact with Jehovah so direct and 
so convincing that it could become the 
tradition which Moses put into words 
when he sought to impress upon those 
following him that their progenitor had _ 
been directed by Jehovah, their God, 
toward their fulfillment of destiny. 


The Realm of Faith 


One can see in situations such as that 
one from which issued the promise to 
Abraham and Sarah of the birth of a 
son, or in what we described as a 
dicker between Abraham and Jehovah 
his God for the safety of his kinsfolk 
dwelling in Sodom, what is referred to 
again and again in the Old Testament 
as the realm of faith. One can see the 
sense of Paul’s definition to Timothy 
when he described this faith as sub- 
stance, but the substance of things 
hoped for, and as evidence, but the 
evidence of things not seen. 

One realizes what is sometimes in- 
dicated by men of great scientific at- 
tainments who talk about a fourth or a 
fifth dimension. The facts of which they 
have been assured require recogni- 
tion of a capacity which is undeveloped 
but which is not entirely beyond the 
human being’s discernment. It is that 
by which we enjoy a mystical commun- 
ion with God, and by which we see as 
through a glass darkly, yet keenly 
enough to discern a regime wherein 
the contacts with God are direct. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JOHN TRAVER, Frederick, Md. 


Mastering Our 
Moods 


I Timothy 6: 6 


CONTENTMENT is great gain. All the 
poets and philosophers of the world’s 
history have sung their hymns to the 
glories of contentment. We avoid the 
company of dissatisfied people as we 
would the plague. There is contagion 
in moods, and when we are in their 
company, we find ourselves sharing 
their pessimism. Contentment is great 
gain to ourselves, to our neighbors. 

Yet contentment is a by-product, not 
a main objective. Notice that Paul 
coupled two words together, godliness 
and contentment. The tragic failure of 
most people who seek contentment is 
to be found right here. God must enter 
into the truly contented life. It must 
have fellowship with God. 


Real Godliness 


There have been a great many 
writers who misled their readers by 
their entire failure to define real god- 
liness. Burns wrote a poem called Holy 
Willie’s Prayer, in which a very unholy 
man is pictured. He prays and sings 
on Sunday but breaks all the laws of 
God on Monday. Hawthorne’s Scarlet 
Letter describes so-called pious neigh- 
bors who show a hard and censorious 
spirit in their condemnation of the sin- 
ning woman. Some years ago we read 
a novel called The Good Woman, that 
had as its heroine a similar character. 
Her unyielding Puritanism and her bit- 
ter judgments sent all of her family 
away to failure and death. She was not 
really good. Only those who share the 
spirit of God revealed in Christ are 
godly. 

If we would think more about pleas- 
ing God, about being essentially god- 
like and less about finding contentment, 
we would some day wake up to find 
that contentment was already ours. 
Contentment is not something to get; 
it is a mood that comes without strug- 
gle to the godly person. 


Roots of Discontent 


Pride, covetousness, selfishness are 
all causes of discontent. No one can 
live the satisfied life who is unable to 
rejoice with those who rejoice and 
weep with those who weep. Our 
thoughts must be directed away from 
ourselves. Psychoanalysis is a recog- 
nized means for diagnosis in these 


days. The unhappy person who comes 
to find out what is the matter will in- 
variably prove to be self-centered, an 
introvert. Everything that happens or 
does not happen is viewed in the light 
of self-interest. 

Luther made a great deal of the com- 
mandment against covetousness. He 
said that if it had not been for that 
commandment, he would not have 
known sin. The Sermon on the Mount 
lays the same emphasis on moods. The 
mastery of thinking is accepted as an 
essential in the well-rounded character. 
If our attitude toward others is Christ- 
like, it must be unselfish, sympathetic, 
full of understanding. 

Pastors know that it is very impor- 
tant in case bereavement enters a home 
that those who are left find things 
worth doing to occupy their hands and 
minds. “Keep busy for others,” we say 
to the widow left lonely by the hand 


of death. 


Not What We Have 

Contentment is not found by what 
we have, but by what we are. Ignor- 
ance of this truth has led to most of 
the discontent in the world. “If we 
only had this, or that, how happy we 
would be” is as dangerous to our think- 
ing as a false light is to navigation. 
There is a Moravian legend that de- 
scribes a lifelong search for a con- 
tented man. The pilgrim had been told 
in a dream that when he found a con- 
tented man, he should ask him for his 
coat. The pilgrim would then have 
found contentment for himself. Long 
years he wandered over the earth 
looking for the contented man; and 
each time when he had thought his quest 
ended, he would find some sign that 
perfect contentment was lacking. 
Finally he returned home to find in a 
poor neighbor the man he was seeking. 
By every test of which he could think, 
he proved that satisfaction rested in 
his heart. “Give me, I pray thee, one 
of thy coats,” he said, “so I may wear 
the mark of contentment, too.” And 
the contented neighbor answered, “I 
have no coat.” 

The world is’in dreadful conflict to- 
day because those who have led the 
thought in our enemy nations seem to 
have believed that a happy nation 
could be secured by redistributing the 
land and wealth of the world. Thieves 
fighting over the spoil are a true pic- 
ture of the deceitfulness of riches. 
Economic justice ought to prevail in 
the new world that must some day be 
built, but it will not produce content- 
ment. Let us erase the heresy from 


our thinking that contentment depends 
on how much or how little we have. 


What We Are 


Contentment came to Paul through 
Christ. There was no room for worry 
in his heart when Christ filled it. The 
godliness of which he wrote was not 
achieved by human virtues but by 
divine grace. Paul could be happy even 
in prison, because his heart was at 
peace with God. He was a son of God 
through Christ. Whether he had little 
or much of this world’s goods, he had 
the chief good in his soul. 

The Christian is sure that all the in- 
justice of this world will some day be 
made right. He can afford to wait for 
God’s time. He declares with Paul, 
“Not that I speak in respect of want; 
for I have learned, in whatsoever state 
I am, therewith to be content” (Philip- 
pians 4: 11). 

There is an old negro hymn that ex- 
presses the simple faith that could give 
contentment even in slavery. 


“My Father is rich in houses and lands, 
He holdeth the wealth of the world in 


His hands! 

Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and 
gold, 

His coffers are full, He has riches un- 
told. 

“My Father’s own Son, the Saviour of 
men, 

Once wandered o’er earth as the poor- 
est of men, 

But now He is reigning forever on 
high, 

And will give me a home in heaven 
by and by. 

“A tent or a cottage, why should I 
care? 

They’re building a palace for me over 
there! 

Though exiled from home, yet still I 
may sing, 

All glory to God, I’m a child of a 
King.” 


Often in the humble hut of the slave 
contentment dwelt, while in the man- 
sion of the master there was only un- 
happiness. Why will we not learn that 
the Christian religion offers the only 
recipe for the contented life? Christ 
cleanses our lives of sin. He brings us 
back into the family of God. Our 
future is secured for us in the place He 
has prepared with His own loving 
hands. 

* * * * 

To Leapers: Topic date, August 9. 

Next topic, The Cost of Keeping Fit. 
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From Canadian Missions 


Secretary E. A. Tappert Writes of Achievements and of Needs 


WE had advanced funds for the con- 
struction of four new parsonages in 
newly formed parishes, with the hope 
that we would be reimbursed through 
special gifts from mission-minded 
friends. Today we can gratefully re- 
port that this hope has not failed us. 
Two of these parsonages were com- 
pleted last fall; two are in course of 
construction, and enough for a fifth, an 
Icelandic one, has been provided. The 
means for the construction of a parson- 
age at Ashern, Manitoba, were fur- 
nished by a Sunday school at Kenosha, 
Wis.; those for Bergheim, Saskatche- 
wan, by a lady from Reading, Pa.; those 
for Ardrossan, Alberta, by a good 
friend in New Jersey; those for Wald- 
heim, Alberta, by a deceased friend 
in Lancaster, Penna.; those for Lun- 
dar, Manitoba, by a lady from South 
Carolina; and funds for Wynyard, Sas- 
katchewan, were promised by a retired 
pastor in Lancaster, Pa. 

None of these houses has cost the 
donors more than $300; but what a 
blessing these gifts have proved to the 
young pastors who were therein 
housed! There is need for two more 
parsonages, and we hope in due time 
we will receive the needed aid. We also 
mentioned the prospective purchase of 
a church building, for which we had 
not as yet found a sponsor. In the 
meantime a Bible class in South Caro- 
lina has assumed this $500 obligation. 
Two more churches will be needed 
within a short time, one in Alberta, the 
other in Saskatchewan. We are thor- 
oughly grateful to our friends. 


Enlarged Parsonage Properties 


In view of the uncertainty of the 
future we have continually emphasized 
the necessity of adding to the acreage 
of the parsonage, so as to enable the 
pastor to keep horse and cow, and to 
raise his own supply of vegetables. No- 
body knows what the future will bring; 
but a little figuring will soon convince 
us that the enormous expenses for war 
purposes, and the consequent debt 
which is accruing cannot fail to affect 
the economic future of our country. It 
is reasonable to doubt the ability of 
our Church to conduct as extensive a 
mission activity as before. It is wise, 
therefore, to make provision now and 
place our missionaries in a position in 
which they can raise most of their food 
themselves, if need be. In our last re- 
port we mentioned eight acres of land 
which the Pemberton Hill Parish had 
added to the parsonage property; today 
Wwe can report that five acres were ac- 
quired by the Ardrossan Parish, and a 
22-acre plot with which the Bergheim 
Parish has endowed the parsonage. 


Transportation 
meets with increasing difficulties in 
Canada. High taxation makes the run- 
ning of an automobile very expensive, 
and almost impossible for the meager 
resources of a missionary. We have 
for a long time urged the substitution 
of horse and carriage, wherever pos- 
sible; we can provide for them more 
easily, and they are not nearly as ex- 
pensive to maintain. It is true, they do 
not travel so fast; but we should not 
forget that the most efficient mission 
work in the pioneer days of our coun- 
try was done on horseback. Many 
flourishing congregations of today owe 
their existence to the tireless efforts of 
the “circuit riders,” who, like Father 
Heyer in his old age braved the in- 
clemency of the climate and the prim- 
itiveness of pioneer conditions in order 
to bring the Gospel to scattered home- 
steaders. Those times are not so re- 
mote from the present generation. We 
well remember how the editor of the 
Lutherischer Herold traveled on horse- 
back through Connecticut, establishing 
congregations, using all the time he 
could spare from the work of his own 
large parish. Whether we want to or 
not, circumstances may compel us to 
go back to the way of the fathers. 
Look at the experience of a Gettys- 
burg student who volunteered to spend 
the summer doing mission work in the 
Canadian West. He was sent to relieve 
the president of the synod so as to en- 
able the latter to make much needed 
visitations in our missions. He has 
neither car nor horse, but makes all 
his visits on foot. He leaves imme- 
diately after noon, and walks some six- 
teen to twenty miles per day. He stops 
at every house, accepts invitations for 
supper, and so comes closer to the peo- 
ple than if he would rush through the 
territory by car or buggy. Though he 
has no German background, his father 
being English, his mother Norwegian, 
he preaches in German at two places, 
and in English at four; he enjoys the 
work thoroughly. 


Practical Helps From Pastors 


We have another young missionary 
who has to travel longer distances, and 
who spends most of his time in the 
saddle. A good friend in Lancaster, Pa., 
has paid for his horse, as he has for 
many other horses in the mission sery- 
ice. He enjoys riding through the 
lonely forest, delights in the song of 
the birds, and finds time for thinking, 
which is not always the case while 
driving an automobile. He wants to 
get married, and intends to build a 
parsonage this summer. In the mean- 
time he is fixing up an annex, which 
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is attached to the rear wall of his 
church, 9 x 26 feet, where he intends 
to reside with his young wife until the 


parsonage is finished. He is a practical 


man who does not hesitate to take hold 
when necessary. When a farmer of his © 
congregation suddenly took sick, just 
at the time when the wheat had to be 
sown, the pastor exchanged the pulpit 
for the tractor and did the sowing, an 
act of kindness which the farmer will 
never forget. Such practical help also 
prepares the hearts for more precious 
seed. In another parish the pastor 
helped a poor widow in the erection of 
a windmill, and gave other members 
the benefit of his technical training. 


Dangers Encountered 

Of the dangers of automobile traffic 
we are daily reminded by the accident 
reports of our papers; but there are 
also plenty of dangers connected with 
riding or driving through the Canadian 
wilderness. A horse furnished by the 
Philadelphia office of the Women’s 
Missionary Society was drowned while 
fording a stream; the missionary for- 
tunately escaped. Recently one of our 
missionaries almost lost his life. Re- 
turning at night from one of his out- 
posts and driving through a dark 
ravine, his two horses shied, and it took 
quite an effort to bring them under 
control; then he had to drive up a steep 
hill, skirted by the deep ravine. Reach- 
ing the top of the hill, the horses sud- 
denly stopped and tried to turn back. 
It took all his strength to keep them 
on the road, shivering and rearing, as 
they were, in sheer terror. Then he 
saw the cause; in the dim starlight he 
saw a large mountain lion, clawing a 
tree trunk. 


A New Church 

In our last report we told of the need 
of a new church at Saskatoon, the seat 
of the university and of our seminary. 
We have received a number of gener- 
ous contributions for this purpose, and 
a number of promises which have not 
as yet been fulfilled. Preliminary prep- 
arations have been made, and soon the 
actual construction will begin. It has 
taken us a long time to find the right 
kind of leader for this important work, 
but word has reached us that the con- 
sent of an experienced pastor has been 
obtained. When our plans are realized 
we shall have at Saskatoon, in the best 
of locations, a church of which we may 
be proud, and which will serve its pur- 
pose much better than the little chapel 
on the edge of town. 

We commend our young Canadian 
churches to the intercession of all sin- 
cere Christians. Times of war are times 
of suffering, and our mission opera- 
tions are not excluded from such suf- 
fering. < 


39 East 35th St, New York. 


July 29, 1942 


P, Bivill Conference VG 


PASTOR GALLENKAMP AND PEOPLE TRIUMPH OVER DIFFICULTIES 
Congregations Progress in Education and Property Improvements 


A vate of triumph over great dif- 
ficulties can be told in connection with 
the observance of the twentieth anni- 
versary of the pastorate of the Rev. 
W. L. Gallenkamp at Zion Church, 
Frackville, Pa. 

The anniversary was celebrated June 
14 in the beautiful church which has 
been built and paid for at a cost of un- 
usual sacrifice and unceasing devotion. 

When Pastor Gallenkamp came to 
Frackville in 1922 Zion Church was a 
small frame building valued at $5,000. 
The congregation numbered 180. Two 
years later the cornerstone of a new 
church was laid, and by Thanksgiving 
Day, 1925, there was dedicated a mag- 
nificent building completed at a cost of 
more than $200,000. The congregation 
was growing rapidly, and by 1932 it 
numbered 600. 

Then came the decade of trial. 
Frackville is a mining town. One after 
another its mines closed. Few com- 
munities have known a depression as 
deep and dark as this community. Peo- 
ple have moved away in large num- 
bers. In the last year thirty of Zion’s 
families have transferred to areas 
booming with defense work. Member- 
ship of the congregation has dropped 
to 420. 

But Pastor Gallenkamp and his peo- 
ple have never despaired. Through 
these years they have been observing 
what they call “Sacrifice Sundays,” 
and on some of them the special offer- 
ings have exceeded $1,000: Few con- 
gregations have given so much from 
such slim pocketbooks. Apportionments 
have always been paid in full. Every 
special benevolence appeal of the 
Church has been answered 100 per 
cent. The indebtedness of the church 
has been reduced to $8,000. 

Financial problems have not been 
allowed to cast any shadow on normal 
congregational life. The educational 
activities of Zion Church, through its 
Sunday school, vacation school, and 
weekday school, are models for the 
whole Church, 

The young people of the church have 
been noted for their unusual ventures 
in the field of religious dramatics. The 
pastor himself has written fifteen re- 
ligious dramas which have been pro- 
duced in elaborate detail. The chil- 
dren’s choirs of Zion have been known 
far and wide. 

Dynamic in leadership, Pastor Gal- 
lenkamp has forged a tremendously 
vital and challenging work in Frack- 
ville, and is worthy of the tribute he 
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has received in this celebration of his 
consecrated and successful ministry. 


“Victory of Faith” 

St. John’s, Ringtown, the Rev. W. 
Robert Miller pastor, marked the 
fifteenth anniversary of its dedication 
June 14. The festival service featured 
special music by the two vested choirs, 
a sermon by the pastor on the theme, 
“The Victory of Faith,’ and talks by 
representatives of the various age 
groups present at the dedication en- 
titled, “I Remember the Day.” 

The modern church plant, with its 
fine equipment for parish education, 
dramatics, athletics, and social events, 
is English Gothic in style and of brick 
and concrete construction. The audi- 
torium, with the choir, seats 420, and 
with the adjoining parish house audi- 
torium has cared for audiences of more 
than 900 persons. Of the $125,000 cost 
slightly over $92,000 has been paid. St. 
John’s spiritual growth has kept step 
with its material progress: since 1936 
the communing membership has ad- 
vanced from 300 to 458. 


Religious Education Programs 

Zion Church, Tamaqua, the Rev. 
Maynard C. Hallock pastor, reports a 
vacation Bible school, with ten teach- 
ers, an enrollment of 134, and the pas- 
tor as director. This initial school made 
an auspicious beginning June 22. Zion 
now has leadership education classes 
(with 33 scholars last winter), a vaca- 
tion Bible school, and is working for 
“released time” from public school for 
next year. 


Christ Church, Mahanoy City, the 
Rev. R. E. Kramer pastor, in co-opera- 
tion with St. John’s Church of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod, completed a 
successful year of religious instruction 
to high school pupils on released time. 
The Junior-Senior group covered a 
Senior unit of the Youth Series, “We 
Would See Jesus,” and made a detailed 
study of the Book of Acts. The Fresh- 
man-Sophomore group studied an In- 
termediate unit of the Youth Series, 
“Bible Challenges,’ together with In- 
termediate Luther League topics. No 
credit was given for the work, but the 
young people maintained splendid in- 
terest and the parental co-operation 
was excellent. 

This active church reaches grade 
school children through the regular 
Monday afternoon sessions of the Chil- 
dren of the Church group. A Junior 
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Choir of thirty members has been 
vested through the efforts of a women’s 
group, and made its first appearance 
Easter evening. It will present special 
music once a month, except in July 
and August. 


Congregational Activities 

The Rev. Walter J. Drumm, a grad- 
uate of the Lutheran Theological Sem- 
inary at Philadelphia, class of 1942, was 
installed pastor of St. John’s Church, 
Auburn, June 14. The Rev. Gilbert J. 
Martin, president of the Pottsville 
Conference and former pastor of the 
Auburn Church, performed the act of 
installation and preached the sermon 
on this occasion. 


Zion Church, Girardville, the Rev. 
George H. Shiery pastor, notes that 
during the year the following memo- 
rials were received: brass altar vases, 
credence bracket, alms basin, and an 
altar Service Book. Gifts included a 
new altar, brass crucifix and missal 
stand, altar linens, hymn board, tab- 
ourettes for flowers, and a cassock, 
surplice, and stoles. Pastor Shiery and 
his congregation are to be congrat- 
ulated on these splendid advances. 


Trinity Church, Pottsville, E. W. 
Weber, D.D., pastor, and the Rev. A. E. 
Polerack assistant pastor, reports that 
eighty-two men and two women have 
joined the armed forces. One sailor 
was rescued after his ship was tor- 
pedoed, another has received the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross for outstanding 
gallantry in the line of duty. The for- 
mer is John Barton, Jr., U. S. Navy; 
the latter is Staff Sergeant Errol 
Wynkoop. 

Marking Flag Day and Children’s 
Day, June 14, a patriotic program, “For 
God and Country,” was presented by 
children of the Sunday school. Thirty- 
eight men of the Brotherhood com- 
pleted a first aid course and gave a 
practical demonstration at a “Defense 
Meeting” of the Brotherhood. Recently 
a large group of women gathered at 
Trinity to organize a Pottsville Con- 
ference branch of the Women’s Auxil- 
iary of the Philadelphia Seminary. Mrs. 
Oscar Schmidt of Philadelphia was the 
guest speaker. 


The Pottsville Conference Pastoral 
Association held its June 29 meeting 
at the Deer Lake cottage of Dr. E. W. 
Weber. Families of the clergy were 
guests at this meeting. The Rev. G. J. 
Martin of Tamaqua, president of the 
conference, discussed “Ministerial 
Ethics.” 


Scranton, Pa. On June 28 St. John’s 
Church, the Rev. Gunnar Knudsen 
pastor, was the recipient of an Amer- 
ican flag and a Christian flag, the gift 
of members. : 
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Calais Vows 


KOUNTZE MEMORIAL CHURCH DEDICATES PARISH HOUSE 
Pastors’ Talents Improve Sanctuary 


Action of the Nebraska Synod in 
May to publish a synodical paper found 
realization in the first issue, edited by 
President J. C. Hershey in June. It is 
a four-page newsy issue and fills a need 
in the synod. The synodical paper was 
discontinued about three years ago, but 
each year found a stronger group de- 
manding its return. Vacation church 
schools, improvements of property, and 
efforts to provide adequately for the 
influx of workers in the areas of de- 
fense projects are the leading activities. 


Anniversaries 

Allen. First Church, the Rev. F. L. 
Cress pastor, observed the thirtieth an- 
niversary of the organization of the 
congregation by the late Dr. C. H. B. 
Lewis, May 24, with President J. C. 
Hershey as special guest. 


Fremont. Salem Church, the writer 
pastor, observed its fortieth anniver- 
sary in June with the President of 
Synod and former pastors F. C. Wieg- 
man and F. C. Schuldt as the guests, 
also the Rev. Louis de Freese, of Hous- 
ton, Texas, a son of the congregation. 


Potter. First Church, W. T. Kahse, 
D.D., pastor, observed its fiftieth an- 
niversary June 14. Guests were Presi- 
dent of Synod J. C. Hershey, the Rev. 
Charles Strandberg, a son of the con- 
gregation; the Rev. Erwin G. Fritschel 
of the American Lutheran Church; 
Pastor Rhine, of Gurley; Pastor Rohlf- 
ing, of Broadwater, and Pastor Monnich 
of Lodgepole, who shared in the serv- 
ices of the day. 


New Buildings Dedicated 

Omaha. Kountze Memorial, Walter H. 
Traub, D.D., pastor, dedicated their 
new church school and parish house 
June 28, with President Hershey as 
honor guest. At the congregational 


dinner speakers were H. Roe Bartle, 
Esq., of Kansas City, Mo., and promi- 
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nent city and school officials. On Sun- 
day guests were sons of the congrega- 
tion in the ministry, and President F. C. 
Wiegman, of Midland College. 


Homer. St. Paul’s, the Rev. Sherman 
Frederick pastor, dedicated their new 
building in May with President of 
Synod .J. ©. Hershey, Dr. W. fF. 
Rangeler and Dr. P. W. H. Frederick 
as guest speakers. This congregation 
had the misfortune to have their former 
church wrecked by flood waters. But 
out of the flood has come the new 
building, new members and new life, 
under the courageous leadership of 
Pastor Frederick and his wife. 


Lincoln. St. James, L. H. Lesher, 
D.D., pastor, has purchased a new lot, 
contemplating the building of a new 
church after the war. At present the 
congregation is sharing in the citywide 
preparation to care for the thousands 
of army men who are coming to Lin- 
coln for training at the new govern- 
ment air school. With the school will 
also be a plane factory to employ 
thousands. 


A Saturday Night Prayer Service 

Omaha. St. Luke’s Church, the Rev. 
A. H. Pinkall pastor, reports the 
Brotherhood of the church getting back 
of an evangelistic program, setting 
apart one night a week for calling in 
the interest of the church. For sixteen 
years this congregation has maintained 
a Saturday evening prayer service, still 
attended by men as well as women. 
This prayer service is perhaps the out- 
standing one in the synod. One hun- 
dred to 150 copies of Light for Today 
are used each month, an evidence of 
many home altars. 


Rising City. The church council of 
First Church, the Rev. Vance Baird, 
pastor, voted to ban all unnecessary 
use of sugar at church functions, pro- 
viding sugar to 
members who will 
can fruit for Tabi- 
tha Home. The 
church’s large lawn 
and shortage of 
labor presented a 
problem which was 
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solved by a mechanic installing a wash- 
ing machine motor on a lawn mower, 
creating a power mower. The pastor 
now takes his daily dozen by walking 
behind the mower in his spare time. 


Hardy. Pastor F. S. Delo resigned 
St. Paul’s parish, effective June 30. He 
will retire, taking a well-deserved rest 
after serving the church for fifty years. 
He began his work in Xenia, Ohio, as 
a student supply. The ladies of the 
church served a dinner at church on 
the last Sunday of the pastor’s work, 
which was attended by most of the 
congregation. 


Spencer. This congregation is one of 
the outposts of synod, yet is making 
progress toward a more attractive 
church. Recently an oak altar with 


This altar was made by Pastor Simon 
for the church at Spencer 


cross and candlesticks was dedicated. 
The altar was handmade by Pastor 
M. B. Simon and the Rev. W. H. Per- 
son, and is an evidence of what can be 
done where a will to have prevails. 


Sidney, W. T. Kahse, D.D., pastor, is 
crowded with 5,000 additional defense 
workers, building the new government 
Sioux Ammunition Depot, at cost of 
fourteen million dollars. Such sudden 
population shifts create a genuine prob- 
lem for local congregations. 


Lutheran pastors in Northeastern 
Nebraska have formed an intersynod- 
ical association to meet once a month 
to discuss exegetical papers and book 
reviews. The Rev. E. N. Haugse, of 
South Sioux City, and the Rev. W. S. 
Livers, of Ponca, are the officers for 
the year. 


Marriages 

Two recent graduates of the semi- 
nary, now pastors, were married in 
June. The Rev. John B. Rupley and 
Miss Mary Christensen were married 
in Grand Island June 24 by the groom’s 
father, the Rev. J. B. Rupley, Sr. Pas- 
tor Rupley and his bride will make 
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their home in York, Nebraska, where 
he is serving the York-McCool Parish. 


Student Paul de Freese, supply pas- 
tor at Wilbur, Nebraska, and Miss 
Mina Holbrook, were united in mar- 
riage by the Rev. Louis de Freese, of 
Houston, Texas, in the church of an- 
other brother, the Rev. Kenneth 
de Freese at Columbus, Nebraska. The 
three brothers form quite a team in the 
ministry, sons of Mrs. Martha de Freese 
and the late Rev. Siefke de Freese. 


THE ICELANDIC SYNOD 
* (Continued from page 11) 


Dr. Brandson’s Address Influential 

The second contribution along the 
same line was made by one of our own 
leading laymen, Dr. B. J. Brandson, a 
prominent surgeon of Winnipeg. He 
was one of our lay delegates at Omaha. 
In a splendidly prepared address he 
set forth our new relationship as a 
synod of the U. L. C. A., tracing the 
historical background and the present 
status of that worthy Lutheran body. 
This twin presentation by laymen made 
a very wholesome and, I believe, last- 
ing impression at an- opportune time. 
It went a long way toward acclimating 
us in the atmosphere of the new re- 
lationship. 


An Octogenarian Speaks 

An impressive touch was added to 
the synodical meeting by the celebra- 
tion Sunday, June 28, of the fifty-third 
anniversary of the Selkirk Lutheran 
Church, whose hospitality we were en- 
joying. The morning service was in 
English, the evening service in Ice- 
landic. At the evening service the Rev. 
N. S. Thorlaksson, former pastor of the 
church but now retired, preached the 
sermon with his son, the Rev. S. O. 
Thorlaksson, former missionary in 
Japan, as liturgist. With fire and power 
the 85-year-old President Emeritus 
Thorlaksson gave his message. It was 
an impressive and joyful occasion. 


The Young People’s Rally 


Saturday evening had other points of 
interest besides Mr. Jensen’s splendid 
address. It was opened with a pageant, 
“Ideal Motherhood.” This was pre- 
sented by a group of young people from 
the local church and its pastor under 
the direction of the pastor’s wife, Mrs. 
Ingibjorg Olafsson. With faultless taste 
and deep reverence was presented the 
succession of God-fearing mothers 
from Jochebed, the mother of Moses; 
through Hannah, the mother of Sam- 
uel; Mary, the mother of our Lord, to 
Lois and Eunice, the grandmother and 
mother of Timothy. It was impressive, 
scriptural, and brought home its lesson 
forcibly. Besides appropriate songs, 


there were addresses by our two the- 
ological students: Mr. Harold Sigmar, a 
senior at the Philadelphia Seminary, 
and Mr. Skuli Sigurgeirsson, a junior at 
Saskatoon. They gave promise of fine 
things to come. Pastor Fafnis opened 
and closed the meeting as chairman of 
the Committee on Young People’s 
Work. 


Additions to Synodical Roll 


Two men were added to the clerical 
roll of the synod, Pastors Oygard and 
Ristesund. One congregation was added 
to the roster of churches. Our statis- 
tical situation is sometimes confusing. 
We have had to drop churches that were 
depleted because the people moved 
away with no chance for replacement. 
Now we are trying to gather in some 
of the Diaspora. 

In general, there were signs of im- 
provement in added personnel and 
better financial status. Icelandic broad- 
casts are occasionally made within our 
constituency. Such a broadcast took 
place from Winnipeg on Convention 
Sunday. The Rev. G. Guttormsson de- 
livered the message. The First Lu- 
theran Church in Winnipeg, the Rev. 


V. J. Eylands pastor, has sponsored 


several broadcasts with fine response. 
An Icelandic service was broadcast 
from Minneapolis the Sunday before 
the opening of synod. Some services 
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have also been broadcast out on the 
Pacific Coast. Bethel, the Old People’s 
Home of the synod at Gimli, Manitoba, 
is in a flourishing condition, and ranks 
with the best institutions of its kind. 
The official organ of the synod is the 
“Sameiningen,” a monthly published in 
Icelandic. The minutes also are pub- 
lished in Icelandic, with the statistical 
table in English. Progress is noted in 
making contacts with the boards and 
activities of the U. L. C. A. The door 
opened unto us in new opportunities 
can be entered. 

The officers of the synod were re- 
elected. 

Delegates to Louisville are: Clerical 
—kK. K. Olafsson and E. H. Fafnis. Lay 
—Grettir Johannson, Icelandic consul 
in Winnipeg, and G. J. Oleson, a busi- 
ness man and Clerk of the County 
Court at Glenboro, Manitoba. 

The Rev. Harald Sigmar of Moun- 
tain, N. D., was synodical chaplain. 


“A Pastor Wings Over South Amer- 
ica,’ the book of which Samuel Trex- 
ler, D.D., is the author, is now in its 
fourth edition. As was expected by 
those who read it shortly after it came 
off press last April, its interesting style 
and its arrangement of facts as they 
met the eye of an observant traveler 
gave it a warm reception among read- 
ers of travels. 


For those 
in SERVICE 


SERVICE MEDAL 


This sterling silver medal may be worn on cord or chain 
about the neck, on watch chain, or carried as a pocket piece. 
Made up in shield design with embossed stars, stripes and 
cross on face, and Luther Emblem stamped on reverse side 
and space for engraving name. Size as illustrated. Price, 
$1.00 boxed. (With name engraved at 5 cents per letter 


extra.) 


Service Banner 


CHICAGO 


Thirteenth and Spruce Sts. 


SERVICE RECORD BOARDS 


We are in position to supply boards of 
a substantial character 


for noting the 
names, addresses, etc., of those in the 
service of our country. Detailed informa- 
tion on application. 


Service Medal 


SERVICE BANNER 


This special banner, now in wide use to honor mem- 
bers of a church enrolled in the service of our coun- 


try is available with us in any size or fabric wanted. 


Price and information on application. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


Philadelphia 


COLUMBIA PITTSBURGH 
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Die Ol Venango mE alk 


MEN IN THE SERVICE OF THE NATION REMEMBERED 


Home Mission Surveys 


WE begin this letter from the Pitts- 
burgh Synod by adding to the roll of 
our churches which have placed the 
United States and Christian flags in the 
chancel in honor of the men and wo- 
men who serve the various arms of 
national service in the present emer- 
gency: : 

Grace, Conneaut, Ohio, N. E. Yeiser, 
D.D. 

First Church, Duquesne, Charles W. 
Baker, Jr., D.D., flags presented by the 
Ruth Bible Class. 

Bethany, East Liberty, the Rev. Wil- 
liam G. Leubin, the service flag of the 
congregation carrying nineteen names, 
presented by Mrs. Seegers, president of 
the Philathean Class, the donors, which 
is taught by Mrs. Luella Englar, widow 
of the former pastor. 

Mt. Zion, Donegal, the Rev. Her- 
bert N. Brant, flags given by the Sun- 
day school and Luther League. 

Hempfield Parish, the Rev. A. H. 
Blank, the flag presentations being 
made at both congregations, Zion and 
St. Mark’s, Arona. 

First Church, Ridgway, the Rev. 
Paul E. Keyser, two United States flags 
for outdoor display on the church prop- 
erty, and the Service Flag for the con- 
gregational honor roll. 

First Church, Washington, the Rev. 
Harry B. Ernest, flags presented by the 
Harmony Class. 

Harrison City Parish, the Rev. W. E. 
Bauer, impressive dedication services 
for flags presented at Zion Church and 
at St. John’s, Boquet. 


Thoughts of other wars came again 
on Memorial Day, when for the first 
time Armstrong County had no “soldier 
of the Blue” to honor. The last sur- 
vivor in the county of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, A. B. Riggle, of Brick 
Church Parish, died in April. The 
memory of this old soldier will long be 
cherished; he was a real soldier both 
for his country and his God. 


May 31 Mount Zion, North Side, 
Pittsburgh, dedicated their new bulle- 
tin board, used to post the names and 
addresses of those in the Armed Forces. 
Pastor John B. Knisely, D.D., preached 
the dedicatory sermon on the topic, 
“Memory Days.” On this date the 
number of names on the Honor Roll 
had mounted to 78, the 77th name be- 
ing that of Chaplain Edward L. Wagner, 
who resigned as pastor of St. Paul’s, 
Corry, April 28 to enter the service of 
the nation. To the best of our knowl- 
edge this Mount Zion Roll is the lar- 
gest in the synod. 


By L. W. Rupr 


St. Matthew’s, Leetsdale, the Rev. 
M. R. Kunkleman pastor, may have the 
distinction of having the only soldier 
of his race on a Pittsburgh Synod honor 
roll. Moon J. Yee, in training at Fort 
McClellan, is a Chinese. He became a 
member of St. Matthew’s by confirma- 
tion when making his home with Mrs. 
David Woods. Mr. Yee gives his ad- 
dress as Prospect, and his home as with 
Mrs. L. W. Rupp, Mrs. Woods’ daugh- 
ter, who opened her home to him at 
her mother’s death five years ago. The 
Butler “Eagle” calls Mr. Yee the only 
soldier of his race from Butler County; 
he is serving by enlistment, not call as 
a selectee. 


Home Mission Notes 

Our Superintendent of Mi§issions, 
Philip H. R. Mullen, D.D., gave a re- 
view a month ago of the mission pos- 
sibilities within the Pittsburgh Synod. 
First of these is the Rose Crest field in 
Patton Township, a short distance 
northeast of Turtle Creek. Dr. Mullen 
states that he was directed to this field 
by Charles D. Russel, D.D., pastor at 
East Pittsburgh. The application of the 
congregation for admission to synod 
was accepted by the recent convention 
of the Pittsburgh Synod. 


Two other fields are to be surveyed, 
Greentree, which is between Crafton, 
Carnegie and Dormont, and Birdville, 
located beyond Natrona Heights on 
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Route 28. The Rev. Oscar Woods, St. 
John’s, Dravosburg, will have the aid 
of a student during the summer to 
work in the rapidly developing com- 
munities in the Dravosburg neighbor- 
hood. Important housing projects have 
been erected, and the work now opened 
is too heavy for any one man. 
Building programs in the mission 


fields, as Dr. Mullen points out, are of © 


necessity restricted. One church is 
completed, with dedication announce- 
ments pending, and hopes are enter- 
tained that a second may find it pos- 
sible to proceed with construction. Two 
other mission parishes are in such favy- 
orable position that no serious* harm 
will come from delay. 


The superintendent reports a pend- 
ing resurvey of the territory beyond 
Bethlehem, Etna, with a view to deter- 
mine upon a better church location 
than the present site. 


Thiel Women’s Clubs 


In Grace Church, Butler, we were 
permitted to attend the recent quarterly 
meeting of the Butler Thiel Women’s 
Club, remarkable for the large attend- 
ance and the fine quality of the pro- 
gram. Miss Gerberich brought a group 
of Thiel Singers to this meeting, and 
excellent moving pictures of campus 
scenes were presented. Through the 
efforts of Mrs. C. L. Hunt this club is 
launched on an aggressive program. 

A second Thiel Women’s Club re- 
port comes from the Greensburg Con- 
ference. Here organization was made 
last October, with one hundred charter 
members. At the last meeting Thiel 
College students presented the program. 
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SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES CELEBRATED AND OBJECTIVES MET 


MEMORABLE services were held in 
Moxham Church, Johnstown, Pa., H. C. 
Michael, D.D., pastor, Friday evening, 
May 22, and Sunday following. The 
Rev. D. L. Shaffer of Martinsburg and 
the Rev. Luke H. Rhoads of Altoona 
delivered messages at the Friday eve- 
ning service. The Sunday morning ser- 
mon was preached by Charles Aurand, 
D.D., of Wheeling, W. Va. The special 
observance of the thirty-fifth anniver- 
sary of the congregation was closed 
with the Sunday evening service, in 
which the pastor and members of the 
congregation participated. 

This energetic congregation decided 
at Easter time to cancel the remaining 
property indebtedness of $2,900, and 


By Ratpy W. Birk 


together with the Easter offering a 
total of $3,150 was received by the close 
of the anniversary services. Special 
tribute was paid to the Rev. H. S. 
Rhoads, first pastor at Moxham, who 
served sc faithfully from 1907 until 
1916. It was under his capable leader- 
ship that the present fine edifice was 
erected. Friends presented a beautiful 
basket of flowers in his memory and 
the Augsburg Class of the Sunday 
school had an enlarged picture of their 
former pastor placed in the vestry. 
Moxham Church has always been one 
of the leading congregations of the 
conference and Pastor Michael and his 
faithful people are to be congratulated 
on the fine work they have done. 


ralegl 


oti yn hie 


July 29, 1942 


Centennial Celebrations 

Sundays, June 21 and 28, marked 
special services in St. Paul’s Church of 
the Woodbury Charge in observance of 
the one hundredth anniversary of the 
congregation. Former pastors of the 
charge participated in the services, 
which closed with Communion Services 


on the second Sunday. The Rev. Theo- 


dore Scheifle is pastor of the charge. 
He is a native of Allentown and was 
ordained at the meeting of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod in that city last 
May. He is a graduate of Muhlenberg 


College and finished his training at 


Gettysburg Theological Seminary this 
past year. Pastor and Mrs. Scheifle are 
occupying the parsonage at Woodbury. 


Another happy one hundredth anni- 
versary celebration was that of St. 
Paul’s Church of the Garrett Charge in 
Somerset County, of which the Rev. 
Elwood Stahl is pastor. The anniver- 
sary services were held June 4, and 
Pastor Stahl and his people have the 
best wishes of many friends for con- 
tinued success in this field of labor. 


With Our Pastors 

The Rev. Raymond C. Shindler, pas- 
tor of Fourth Church, Altoona, re- 
signed as pastor of that congregation, 


_ May 31, and left for Norfolk, Va., where 


he assumed duties incident to service 
as chaplain in the United States Navy. 
Pastor Shindler served Fourth Church 
since June 1928, prior to which date he 
served for six years as pastor of Mes- 
siah Church, Baltimore, Md. He has 
been active in local, conference and 
synodical work and will be missed by 
his associates and people. He and Mrs. 
Shindler have energetically contributed 
to all phases of the work at Fourth 
Church. 


R. M. Dunkelberger, D.D., of Gettys- 
burg, has been named full-time supply 
pastor of Zion Church, Meyersdale, 
Somerset County. Such supply service 


' was made necessary through the leave 


of absence granted Pastor Howard K. 
Hilner, who recently entered the chap- 
lainey of the United States Army. Dr. 
and Mrs. Dunkelberger have served for 
a number of years as missionaries in 
India, but due to war conditions are 
unable to return to that field of service 
at the present time. 


Ludwig C. Mortensen, S.T.D., has 
taken up duties as pastor of the Davids- 
ville Charge, Somerset County, com- 
prised of Davidsville, St. Thomas and 
Benscreek congregations. Dr. Morten- 
sen and family have moved to Davids- 
ville, where he succeeds the Rev. Russel 
T. Shilling, now serving as chaplain in 
the United States Army. Dr. Mortensen 
comes to Davidsville from Gettysburg, 
where he did supply work since serv- 
ing a seven-year pastorate at West 
Fairview. 
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If You're Going to the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF CURRENT FEATURE FILMS 


Films marked M may appeal to Mature Audience. 
Films marked Y may appeal to Young People. 
+ Outstanding for Mature Audience. 


Prepared by Independent Filmscores, a private reviewing service 


Flying With 
Music (UA) 
Edw. Gargan 
George Givot 
M. Woodworth 


Lady Gangster 
(War.) 
Faye Emerson 
Frank Wilcox 


{Mr. Kipps (Brit- 
ish film, released 
by Fox) 

P. Calvert 
M. Redgrave 
A. Riscoe 
D. Wynyard 


Nazi Agent (MGM) 
Ann Ayers 

_ F. Reicher ._ 
Conrad Veidt 


Comedy, with an_ heiress 
flying the Caribbean in 
charted clipper to find a 
singer whose photo she has 
admired. 


Melodrama. Would-be 
actress, down on her luck, 
joins bank robbers, is sent 
to prison, whence an old 
friend seeks her release. 


Comedy. Young clerk in- 
herits fortune, submits to 
efforts of self-interested 
“friends” to make him a 
“gentleman”; eventually re- 
volts, finds his own level. 


Melodrama. German- 
American stamp dealer 
poses as twin brother of 
Nazi consul who is mur- 
dered, risking life to foil 
espionage attempts. 


Possibly the most infantile, tedious 
effort of the season. 


Refutes “no B film” reputation of 
Warners, and presents destructive 
picture of conditions in women’s 
reformatories. In every particular, 
hopeless. 


Adapted from an H. G. Wells novel 
of 1905, plot is incidental. What 
makes it delightful is portrayal of 
habits and conditions of the period 
and eloquent details of character and 
situation. Pleasant, unhurried, noe 


Extremely implausible, lacking dra- 
matic impact, leisurely film is none- 
theless far superior to average 
espionage thriller because of moving, 
convincing performances. M, Y 


Tanya (Artkino; 
in Russian, Eng- 
lish titles) 
Lubov Orlavo 


Comedy. Awkward Soviet 
Cinderella longs for praise; 
finds it—plus handsome 
engineer — when she 
launches Stakhonovism in 
textile mill where she 
works. 


Photography is not particularly ef- 
fective, and film is technically lack- 
ing otherwise; contains delightfully 
human comedy, however; and is in- 
teresting in picture of what the 
Soviets consider real achievement to 
be. M, Y 


This Above All 
(Fox) 
Joan Fontaine 
P. Merivale 
Thos. Mitchell 
Tyrone Power 


Drama based on novel 
about British soldier’s con- 
flict as he ponders desir- 
ability of fighting for “ex- 
ploiting classes” after Dun- 
kirk, complicated by love 
affair with girl of W.A.A.F., 
daughter of aristocracy. 


ishing Virginian. 


Soldier’s dilemma, subordinated to 
love story, is never quite resolved, 
solution being girl’s starry-eyed 
love for England and vicar’s advice 
to “stop thinking” and let feelings 
be the guide. Considerable unneces- 
sary incidental drinking. Film is 
sensitively presented in sincere, 
moving portrayal. M 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Babes on Broadway, The Courtship of Andy Hardy, Fantasia, 
The Gold Rush, The Great Commandment, Hello Annapolis, Kathleen, The Van- 


For Mature Audience: Citizen Kane, The Forgotten Village, How Green Was 
My Valley, In This Our Life, Joe Smith—American, King’s Row, Ku Kan, The 
Man Who Came to Dinner, Mr. V, Mrs. Miniver, My Favorite Blonde, One Foot 
in Heaven, Remember the Day, Sergeant York, The Stars Look Down, Sullivan’s 
Travels, Suspicion, Target for Tonight, Ten Gentlemen from West Point, To Be 
or Not to Be, The Tuttles of Tahiti. 


Congregations 

Pastor Francis A. Daehling of Christ 
Church, Westmont, reports the work in 
that mission. field as going forward. 
The growth is making the purchase of 
new equipment necessary. Additional 
chairs have been purchased for the 
children’s department and several 
dozen additional Sunday school hym- 
nals have been acquired. Seven Sun- 


day school classes have been organized, 
and additional ones are being planned. 
Various gifts, including altar cross, 
American and Christian flags, altar 
linens for use at Communion Services, 
and hymnals have been presented by 
friends of this growing congregation. 


Duncansville Church, the Rev. G. 
Blair Harmon pastor, has added an- . 
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MARION 
COL,GEGE 


A LUTHERAN 
COLLEGE FOR 
YOUNG WOMEN 


Accredited Junior 
College and last two 


years of High School 

in famous “blue 

grass” region of Vir- 

ginia. Liberal Arts, 

Pre- library, Pre- 

. nursing, Pre-jour- 

nalism, Pre-Social work, Education, Business 

Education, Home Economics, Music, Speech, 

Happy home and social life in atmosphere of 

Southern culture. 68th year. Rates $475.00 to 

$520.00. Catalogue and view book.—H. J 
Rhyne, Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 


Hamma Divinity School 


The Theological Seminary of 
Wittenberg College 


For catalog and information address 
Dean E. E. Flack, Th.D., D.D., Springfield, O. 


ATLANTIC CITY 
THE ORVILLE 
South Tennessee near Beach. European Plan. 
Running a Free Bathing. Rooms, $1.00 up. 
Booklet.—J. M. Roesch. 


WANTED 


A good reed organ for a small church. Dark 
oak case preferred. Write: Rev. Marlin C. Bot- 
tiger, St. Thomas, Pa. 


When in Atlantic City visit your 
Lutheran Church 


oT. ANDREW'S -BY-THE-SEA 


Michigan and Pacific Avenues 
Richard F. Garnet, Pastor 


CHURCH SCHOOL 
THE SERVICE 
VESPERS 


“For Spiritual Refreshment.” 


Make ita delight- 
ful vacation at 
Colton Manor. 
More luxury—but 
NO MORE in 
cost! 250 sea- 
cooled rooms, 


NEW THRILL 


IN 
SEASHORE 
VACATIONS sea-water baths 
’ “Ship’s Sun 
Deck”. Bathing direct fom 
hotel. Fine food. Booklet. 
WEEKLY AS LOW AS 


$ ae peer doubleroom 
35 and bath, with meals, 2 


persons in room. 


IN phe WOOD AND |Ié 


FABRICS es windows I) 


Ws. 


other improvement to its property in 
the form of eighteen-note chimes. An 
electric action Wicks pipe organ was 
installed some time ago, and now this 
growing congregation has completed 
its hope of having adequate music facil- 
ities. Professor Letcher of Pittsburgh 
gave another of his outstanding organ 
recitals on the organ and chimes, and 
those who were present unanimously 
agreed that the services of worship will 
be greatly enriched by this addition. 


The Lutheran Ministerial Associa- 
tion of Altoona and Vicinity, compris- 
ing pastors of Clearfield, Blair, Hunt- 
ingdon and parts of Cambria and Bed- 
ford counties held their annual outing 
at Highland Park, June 11. Business 
matters pertaining to the year just 
closed and the election of officers con- 
sumed the business session, which in- 
terspersed a general program of recrea- 
tional activities. The following officers 
were elected for next year: President, 
the Rev. G. Blair Harmon of Duncans- 
ville; vice-president, the Rev. Paul L. 
Reaser of Altoona; secretary-treasurer, 
the Rev. Lester J. Karshner of Newry. 


The growing seriousness of the trans- 
portation problem is registering its ef- 
fect upon our constituency. Picnics of 
Sunday schools and church organiza- 
tions are being curtailed and in many 
instances eliminated. The large and 
successful union picnic of Johnstown 
Lutherans at Idlewild Park, near 
Ligonier, had to be changed to a more 
local affair at Ideal Park, near Johns- 
town. From reports that reached us, 
the spirit and attendance was affected. 
Local outings are being changed to 
closer spots or in some cases to gather- 
ings at the church. Thus far, with the 
restrictions and the general “stay at 
home” attitude, we cannot as yet say 
that there is any great flocking toward 
the church. Evidently we are not in- 
volved deeply enough to make such a 
trend a reality. Possibly it will when 
the summer desires and freedoms end. 


BETTER THAN 1941 
(Continued from page 6) 


The treasurer’s report showed that 
receipts on apportionment were $3,460 
higher than the previous year—but still 
far short of the total budget. Fourteen 
congregations paid their apportionment 
in full as against seven in 1940, and the 
increase in apportioned benevolence is 
fifteen cents per confirmed member. 
The total expenditures of congrega- 
tions had an increase of $14,682, an in- 
crease of 61144 cents per confirmed 
member. 


Educational Institutions 


The faculties have carried forward 
their work in a faithful and efficient 
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manner, and were commended for their 
loyalty during the time of irregular in- 
comes. Now all salaries have been fully 
restored. Financially the past year is 
the best the institutions have had in 
recent times. Bequests are being re- 
ceived. The bonded indebtedness. is 
being substantially reduced. Extensive 
repairs and improvements are planned. 
The real need is more students. Enroll- 
ment was considerably reduced last 
year. There were eight college and 
three seminary graduates this year. 


Faithful Missionaries 

In reviewing the activities of home 
missions, there are many occasions for 
real joy and deep gratitude to God for 
the progress made in these times of 
stress and strain. The faithfulness and 
loyalty of our missionaries in laboring 
under existing difficulties is commend- 
able. The Canada Synod has nineteen 
missionaries serving in twenty-seven 
congregations, preaching the Gospel in 
five languages: English, Finnish, Ger- 
man, Hungarian and Slovak. Many of 
the mission congregations were suc- 
cessful in reducing their indebtedness. 


Other Matters 


At the request of President Reble 
the matter of inadequate salaries being 
paid some pastors is to be studied, and 
also the matter of pastoral changes. 

Plans are being made to provide 
funds not only for young men who de- 
sire to enter the ministry, but also for 
young women who wish to study for 
the diaconate, but who lack funds to 
do so. This preliminary training is to 
be taken at Waterloo College. 

Synod took time to have two papers 
presented, namely, “Intersynodical Re- 
lationships,” 


cian Controversy and Its Significance 
Today,” by Dr. U. Leupold of Kitch- 
ener. 

Sunday morning three young men 
were ordained: John Heino of Sudbury 
Finnish Church; Henry Nuhn, associate 
pastor of St. Peter’s, Kitchener; and 
Fred Neudoerffer (son of Missionary 
Neudoerffer), Church of the Redeemer, 
Montreal. 


Officers of Synod and U. L. C. A. 
Delegates 


All officers were re-elected: Pres- 
ident, J. H. Reble, D.D.; secretary, 
C. H. Little, D.D.; assistant secretary, 
the Rev. O. T. C. Stockmann; treas- 
urer, the Rev. H. R. Mosig; statistical 
secretary, the Rev. O. T. C. Stockmann. 

Delegates to the Louisville Conven- 
tion are as follows: Clerical—C. R. 
Cronmiller, L. H. Kalbfleisch, S. J. 
Wittig, E. J. Fischer, William Nolting, 
N. Berner. Lay—H. J. Graber, C. K. 
Smith, J. A. Loa, J. F. Casselman, 
Alfred Holst, E. F. Klopp. 


by the Rev. W. H. Meh- | 
lenbacher of Hamilton, and “The Fula- | 
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A Fortieth Anniversary 


The fortieth anniversary of the 
founding of Holy Trinity Church, To- 
ledo, Ohio, was observed with special 
services throughout the week June 
7-14. At the opening service Calvin A. 
Hackenberg, D.D., Bellefontaine, Ohio, 
father of Pastor Charles A. Hacken- 
berg, assisted. In the afternoon the 
Madrigal Club of Toledo held a vesper 
musical. 

Wednesday evening the first pastor, 
J. G. Neiffer, D.D., was honored, and 
charter members were accorded spe- 
cial recognition. The sermon was 
preached by Dr. George W. Miley, 
president of the Synod of Ohio. Thurs- 
day evening the Rev. Louis H. Val- 
bracht was the toastmaster, and the 
main address was made by the Rev. 
_ Anton L. Anderson, newly called pas- 
tor of Grace Church, Springfield, Ohio. 
The celebration of the anniversary was 
brought to a close June 14 with a Chil- 
dren’s Day program and a Father’s 
Day service. 

A financial campaign was conducted 
to liquidate the $7,800 mortgage in- 
debtedness of the congregation by No- 
vember, 1943. The entire debt has been 
underwritten by the loyal members. 

Since Pastor Hackenberg took charge 


of the congregation in November, 1939, 


membership in the Sunday school and 
church services has steadily increased; 
benevolence has increased from $52 to 
$636; and total contributions from 
$3,800 to $7,195. Benevolence appor- 
tionment was paid in full last year for 
the first time in forty years. With the 
forty adults received thus far this year, 
a total of 169 adults have been received 
during the present pastorate. The 
Ladies’ Aid recently conducted a suc- 
cessful campaign for subscriptions for 
THE LUTHERAN. 

An attractive anniversary booklet is 
dedicated to those members of the con- 
gregation who are in the service of the 
country. Among the gifts and mem- 
orials which have been presented to the 
church are paraments for the chancel, 
dossal curtain, candlesticks, communion 
trays, lecturn Bible, sacramental veil, 
vestments for the pastor, processional 
cross, credence shelf, and monetary 
contributions. 


Commencement of 
Lankenau School 


The commencement exercises of the 
Lankenau School for Girls, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., were held June 19. E. F. 
Bachmann, D.D., presided, and the ad- 
dress was delivered by Dr. Paul J. Hoh, 
professor at the Philadelphia Theo- 
logical Seminary. The Rev. E. A. Sel- 
man offered prayer, and Mr. William 
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LOS ANGELES NEEDS NURSES 


A MAJOR DEFENSE AREA 


Registered nurses needed at the California Hospital and the Santa Monica Hospital. 
Write for details. 


LUTHERAN COLLEGIATE SCHOOL OF NURSING 


Accredited Collegiate School affiliated with the University of Southern California. 
Graduates receive the Bachelor of Science degree. Applicants must have two years 
of junior college, including prenursing subjects. 


ENS 


Write for information 
regarding employment for 
The School of Nursing to 


THE LUTHERAN HOSPITAL 
SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA (operating The 
California Hospital, The Santa 
Monica Hospital, 


1414 SOUTH HOPE STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


The California Hospital—a 300 bed institution 


RITZ E. HEERMAN, F.A.C.H.A. 


Superintendent 


P. M. Braun, president of the Board of 
Trustees, awarded the diplomas. 

On the evening of June 17 the stu- 
dents were the dinner guests of the 
Board of Trustees of the Mary J. Drexel 
Home and Motherhouse of Deacon- 
esses. This dinner was in honor of the 
teachers and staff of workers of the 
Lankenau School. After a greeting 
from Sister Anna Ebert, directing dea- 
coness, Dr. Deininger presided. Sister 
Margaret Schueder, sister in charge, 
and perhaps most closely connected 
with all teachers and workers, ex- 
pressed her appreciation of the loyal 
assistance and co-operation of the 
teaching staff, the household staff, the 
office force, and the publicity depart- 
ment of the school. Sister Lydia 
Fischer spoke of her happiness in serv- 
ice as a former teacher. Dr. Bachmann 
spoke as a member of the Board and 
as one of the teachers. 


“Victorious Living” 


Theme of Convention 


The third annual meeting of the Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society of the Leba- 
non District, Central Pennsylvania 
Synod, met recently in Palm United 
Lutheran Church, Palmyra, Pa., Stanley 
Billheimer, D.D., pastor. Mrs. Bill- 


CHRISTINE A. LARSEN, R.N.B.S. 


Director of Nurses 


heimer, wife of the pastor, conducted 
the opening devotions, and Mrs. E. N. 
Bauer presided. 

The chosen theme, “Victorious Liv- 
ing with Christ,’ was impressively 
portrayed in connection with the pre- 
sentation of departmental secretaries’ 
reports. A poster designed by the 
president, Mrs. Bauer, was built as each 
report was given. In the center was a 
picture of Christ, with the American 
flag and the Christian flag crossed be- 
neath to form a “V.” 

Mrs. J. E. Rudisill, president of East 
Penn Conference, gave an inspiring 
address on the subject, “The Unex- 
pected Joy of Success.” Mrs. D. Burt 
Smith, president of Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod’s Society, was the speaker 
at the dinner meeting and congratulated 
the district on their part in helping to 
exceed the goal set by the synod for 
the India Centennial Fund. 

Miss Hilda Kaercher, missionary to 
India, was the speaker of the evening, 
Dr. Billheimer having charge of the 
service. 

Officers elected for the coming year 
are: President, Mrs. E. N. Bauer, 
Minersville; vice-president, Mrs. L. B. 
Lutz, Mahanoy City; secretary, Mrs. 
M. B. Krumm, Lebanon; treasurer, 
Mrs. Lou Dollman, Pine Grove; his- 
torian, Mrs. P. C. Shimer, Pottsville; 
statistician, Mrs. E. L. Martin, Cleona. 

Hitpa Bouner Luz, Sec. 
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Virginia Youth in 


Convention 


More than two hundred delegates 
and visitors attended the annual con- 
vention of the Luther League of the 
Synod of Virginia at Christ Church, 
Staunton, Va., June 23-25, the Rev. 
Melvin S. Lange pastor. The theme of 
the convention was, “Be strong in the 
Lord.” 

The convention opened with the 
Holy Communion. The Rev. Frank H. 
Clutz, pastor of Trinity Church, Ger- 
mantown, Philadelphia, Pa., in the 
opening address gave youth a chal- 
lenging message. In speaking on the 
subject, “The Lord Makes Strong,” he 


LANKENAU 


A school which aims to educate and to 
train girls to become truly cultured women, 
firmly grounded in the Christian faith. 
RESIDENT AND DAY STUDENTS. Pre- 
school through High School. College prepara- 
tory or General Course. Ideal suburban 
location convenient to transportation. Eight 
acres of beautiful grounds for play and 
recreation. Personal interest in every pupil. 

Conducted by Deaconesses of the United 
Lutheran Church. 53rd year begins Septem- 
ber 16th. 


Sister Lydia Fischer, Principal 
3201 West School Lane, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Lutheran 


Theological Seminary 


GETTYSBURG, PA. 
Begins its 117th Year 
SEPTEMBER 8, 1942 


Courses leading to B.D. and S.T.M. 
degrees. 


For information address 
Abdel Ross Wentz, President 
GETTYSBURG, PA. 


CHICAGO 


Lutheran Theological Seminary 
For information and catalog address 
ARMIN G. WENG, Ph.D., D.D., Acting President 
1600 S. Eleventh Avenue, Maywood, Ill. 


emphasized the necessity of recognizing 
the power, majesty, and might of God. 
On the closing night Pastor Clutz used 
as the subject for his address, “Strong 
for Life’s Battles.” 

At the beginning of each business 
session Sister Pearl N. Lyerly, deacon- 
ess of the Church of Reformation, 
Washington, D. C., conducted a series 
of inspiring devotions using as her 
themes, “Sacrifice for Service,” “From 
Darkness to Light,” “A Challenging 
Church,” and “Divine Footprints.” At 
the sunset devotions the Rev. T. G. 
Shuey spoke on the subject, “Beyond 
the Stars.” : 

As the spiritual nature of youth was 
uplifted, so the program of education 
was not neglected. Edith Richardson, 
president, presided at all business ses- 
sions. The ‘reports show an increased 
loyalty in the great youth organization 
in the Church and the untiring efforts 
on the part of all synodical officers. 
Frances Miller, Young People’s Worker, 
presented the work of the departments. 
Luther Leaguers faithfully attended the 
discussion groups conducted at three 
different sessions. 

Another feature of this year’s pro- 
gram was a Luther League clinic con- 
ducted by the President of the Luther 
League of America, Alvin H. Schae- 
diger. Mr. Schaediger never failed to 
give Leaguers practical answers to their 
many problems. His answers came from 
his varied experience in Luther League 
work and his keen observance of hu- 
man interests and needs, and his will- 
ingness to help others to live a Christ- 
like life. 

The banquet at the Stonewall Jack- 
son Hotel was another high light of the 
convention. The banquet speaker was 
Mr. Alvin Schaediger, who presented 
in a very fine way thoughts on the sub- 
ject, “The Power of His Might”; the 
power of God to give life; to continue 
life; to restore life; to satisfy life; and 
to make life victorious. 

The Candlelight Installation Service 
on the closing night was an inspiring 
challenge to the officers and to the 
Leaguers to be loyal, faithful and dili- 
gent in the Master’s work. The new 
officers and secretaries are: President, 


Hensil Arehart; vice-president, Mary 


LENOIR RHYNE COLLEGE 


(Co-educational) 


HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 


Owned and controlled by the United Evangelical Lutheran 


Synod of North Carolina .. 


ern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
and B.S. degrees . . 
administration, and music courses . . 
. .. For information and catalogue, write 


. Fully accredited by the South- 
A.B. 
. Pre-professional, teachers’, business 
. Expenses, $380 to $400 


P. E. MONROE, President 
Lenoir Rhyne College 
Hickory, N. C. 


THE LUTHERAN 


Grace Scherer; secretary, Hazel Rich- 
ardson; treasurer, Mrs. Odessa Kes- 
singer Seward; statistician, Leta Mil- 
dred Frank; Educational Secretary, 
Eleanor Sheets; Life Service Secretary, 
Gladys Ruble; Missionary Secretary, 
Mary Martha Frye; Intermediate Secre- 
tary, Lois Sloop; Sustaining Member- 
ship Secretary, Jimmy Doyle; Archiv- 
ist, V. A. Moyer; and Editor, Edith 
Richardson. 
Mitprep Conarp. 


THE LUTHERAN SUNDAY 
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION OF 
THE GREENSBURG CONFER- 
ENCE OF THE PITTSBURGH 
SYNOD 


held its golden anniversary convention 
in Trinity Church, Latrobe, Pa., June 17. 
The chief speaker at the session was 
Dr. James C. Kinard, president of 
Newberry College, Newberry, S. C. 
The devotions were in charge of the 
Rev. M. E. Cole and Dr. Samuel 
Boerstler. The Rev. Marshall Brenne- 
man addressed the conference on the 
subject, “The Church’s Summer Chal- 
lenge to Youth.” There were forty- 
eight schools in the conference in 1941. 

An extended historical sketch was 
mimeographed for distribution. This 
record of events “shows that the associ- 


ation has been alive to missionary and ~ 


educational interests. Its influence has 
been great among the supporting schools. 
It pioneered in lesson plans, standards 
of efficiency, co-ordination of the edu- 


cational effort within the church, now - 


resulting in the Children of the Church 
movement. These schools were first in 
really measuring results and testing 
the efficiency of the educational effort. 
The programs attest to the alertness of 
its leaders to discuss every phase of 
Sunday school work.” 


OBITUARY 


: Mary Baer, M.D. 

An emeritus missionary who served in our 
India mission field for thirty-eight years and 
then lived in retirement in India for nine years, 
has passed from 
this earth to her 
heavenly home to 
be forever with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
The office of the 
Board of Foreign 
Missions in Bal- 
timore received a 
cablegram from 
our India mission 
announcing the 
death of Dr. Mary 
Baer on July Il, 
1942, at the ad- 
vanced age of 
nearly 79 years. 

While still a stu- 
dent at Wittenberg 
College, Spring: 
field, Ohio, she of- 
fered to go to 
India as a mis- 
sionary. That was 
in 1888. Two years 
later she was graduated from this college and 
six years later she finished her studies at the 
Women’s Medical College, Philadelphia, Pa., re- 
ceiving the degree of Doctor of Medicine. She 


Dr. Mary Baer 


July 29, 1942 


was at once sent to India, arriving at Madras 
on December 8, 1895. For fourteen years she 
lived and labored principally in Guntur by the 
side of Dr. Anna S. Kugler. Then in July 1909 
she went to Chirala as her permanent residence 
to develop the pospial which now proudly bears 
her name. She labored there with outstanding 
success for 24 years, until she retired on No- 
vember 1, 1933. Later she moved to Kotagiri, 
where she owned a house in which she spent 
her hot_season vacations in India. Her younger 
sister, Emma, who followed Dr. Baer to India 
in 1919, and labored by her side in educational 
and evangelistic work among women and chil- 
dren at Chirala, retired on July 1, 1941, and 
joined her in residence at Kotagiri. 

In the list of women medical missionaries in 
India, Dr. Mary Baer’s name stands high for 
conscientious, strenuous and successful service 
in medical and hospital missionary work. She 
aes her whole life and all that she had to give, 
or the healing, the uplift, the Christianization 
of Indian womanhood, which so sorely needed 
and still sorely needs the grace and blessing of 
the great Physician, Jesus Christ, the Redeemer 
of the World. 

For the Board of Foreign Missions 
Sec. George Drach, D.D. 


Clare Christine Beamer 


daughter of the Rev. James R. Beamer and his 
wife, Esther C. Beamer (nee Huff), fell asleep 
in the arms of Jesus at the parsonage of Grace 
Church, Monongehela, Pa., July 7. She was 
born August 3, 1940, and was baptized October 
18, 1940. For several weeks she had suffered 
from acute lymphatic leukemia. A child with 
such a sweet and loving disposition, her pass- 
ing to become a flower in the garden of God, 
ig tid ipa Sorrow 

e funeral service was held in Grace 
Church July 9, in charge of Dr. John J. Myers, 
secretary of the Pittsburgh Synod and pastor 
of Mt. Zion Church, East End, Pittsburgh. In- 
terment was made in the Brush Creek Cemetery 
in charge of the Rev. E. H. Daughtery and the 
Rev. Nelson G. Fattmann. John J. Myers. 


Mrs. Olney E. Cook 


The beloved wife of the Rev. Olney E. Cook 
of Ulster Park, N. Y., passed to her eternal re- 
ward, after a lingering illness, April 29, 1942. 

Marion Laura Deitz was born in Berne, N. Y., 

March 28, 1890, the youngest of seven children 
of the late Charles E. Deifz and his wife, Laura 
Jane (nee Ludden), and was reared in an ideal 
Christian home and community. 
_She received her education, beyond the pub- 
lic school, at Hartwick Seminary and the One- 
onta State Normal School, afterward teaching 
for several years in Ramsey, N. J.; Amityville, 
Long Island, N. Y.; and after the death of her 
father, at Berne, N. Y. 

At the homestead in Berne she was united in 
marriage to the Rev. Olney E. Cook, August 
28, 1924. Her husband’s pastorates were St. 
Mark, Middleburg; Christ, Ellenville; Em- 
manuel, Chatham, all in the New York Synod. 
As a pastor’s wife, Mrs. Cook was genial and 
capable of filling any place in the leadership 
of the work of the congregation. She possessed 
a lovable, attractive personality which won for 
her a large circle of friends. 

In addition to all the arduous duties of a 
pastor’s wife, she manifested considerable in- 
terest in the missionary organizations of her 
native state. She was the treasurer of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Eastern 
Conference of the Synod of New York 1929- 
1937, and with marked ability she served for 
the past four years, until the fall of 1941, as 
treasurer of the Women’s Missionary Society 
of the Synod of New York. She was present at 
the society’s centennial in 1937, and was a 
delegate to the General Convention in Des 
Moines in 1940. 

Her life has been an inspiration to many, 
and she will be greatly missed by all who 
looked to her for help and assistance. 

Funeral services were held at Ulster Park, 
N. Y., May 1, conducted by Dr..O. L. Schreiber 
of Kingston. At St. Paul’s Church in Berne, 
N. Y., where she was confirmed, another serv- 
ice was conducted May 2 by the Rev. R. B. 
Green, assisted by the Rev. W. D. Worman. 

Interment took place at Woodlawn Cemetery 
where her brothers in the ministry read the 
committal service and offered prayer. 

Mrs. Cook is survived by her bereaved hus- 
band, three brothers and two sisters: Stanton 
L. Deitz, Albany, N. Y.; A. E. Deitz, D.D., Bell- 
more, Long Island, N. Y.; R. C. Deitz, D.D., 
Hollis, Long Island; Mrs. J. E. Hoick, Los 
Angeles, Calif.; and Miss Leona Deitz, Ulster 
Park, N. Y. G. H. 


Margaret Anna Marie Bauer Strohm 


was born May 12, 1898, in New York City. As 
a child she attended parochial school and 
church school, and received catechetical in- 
struction at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Sixth 
Street between First and Second Avenue. She 
was confirmed as a member of St. Mark’s by 
Pastor George C. F. Haas. She was musically 
inclined, and studied voice and instrumental 
music, and served her church not only as a 
willing worker wherever needed, but also as a 
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Like the Muhlenberg Family 
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LEVERING TYSON, Litt.D., LL.D. 
President 
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MUHLENBERG COLLEGE 
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Teaching 
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ROBERT C. HORN, Ph.D., Litt.D. 
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ianist for a number of years. She 


singer and 
as a teacher in Wartburg School, 


also assiste' 
New York. 
She was married to August Strohm, and to- 
gether they shared a happy home life. 
In 1935, Mr. and Mrs. Strohm came to Holly- 


-wood, Fla., because of Mrs. Strohm’s ill health. 


So long as her health permitted, she was active 
in the work of the church in Hollywood, often 
playing for the church services. She was a 
sweet and lovable character, an active servant 
of the Lord, and a patient sufferer under her 
affliction. She departed this life December 27, 
1941, ready to go to the Lord, whom she had 
served while on earth. She left a devoted hus- 
band, August Strohm, who was moved to build 
the memorial parsonage in Hollywood in sacred 
memory of his wife and her parents, Charles 
and Anna Bauer. Her life, especially her brief 
sojourn in Hollywood, proved a rich blessing 
to the church. N. Dicey. 


The Rev. Robert Earnest Wolff 


was born at Mosgrove, Pa., May 25, 1914, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Earnest George Wolff. He was 
confirmed in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church_ of 
Adrian, Pa., April 17, 1927, by the Rev. Roy 
L. Yund, pastor. 

Pastor ‘olff attended Thiel College, grad- 
uating with the A.B. degree in 1937 and the 
Philadelphia Theological Seminary in 1940. 
During the summer months he supplied the 
New Florence Parish and made a detailed and 
excellent survey of the entire area. Septem- 
ber 1, 1940, he went to the First Lutheran 
Church of Apollo, M. L. Clare, D.D., pastor, 
in response to a request from the council of 
this congregation that he serve as “assistant 
to the pastor.” In less than a month the con- 
gregation decided to call an assistant pastor 
and extended a call to Mr. Wolff. A 

His ministry in Apollo, though covering less 
than two years, was a joyous and fruitful one. 
Its practical results and its implications for the 
future seem, when we view it, to be out of all 
proportion to its length. Pastors Clare and Wolff 
accepted an invitation to serve the nearby 
Spring Church congregation as supply pastors. 
They gave that congregation a morning service 
each Sunday and provided morning and eve- 
ning services for the Apollo congregation. Un- 
oe we arrangement both congregations flour- 
ished. 

Pastor Wolff was especially active in pastoral 
labors, conducting catechetical classes and 
working with young people’s groups. He be- 
came a leader in the youth activities of the 
community, such as Boy Scouts and Hi-Y 
groups, and at the time of his death was ex- 
erting a remarkably. large and helpful influence 
among the young people of the community. His 
pulpit ministry was on a high plane. His ser- 
mons were thoughtful and well prepared, and 
his preaching was marked by his own glowing 
faith and fervent sincerity. His earnest devo- 
tion to the work to which his life was ded- 
icated, his obvious sincerity, his unselfishness 
and generosity, his eagerness to serve, his 
humility and his freedom from self-conscious- 
ness, are qualities for which he was admired 
and loved. 

For some time physical pain was his com- 
panion, yet he never complained. Not until its 
effect was noted by others would he consent to 
hospitalization. He was then taken to the Eye 
and Ear Hospital at Pittsburgh and an opera- 


tion was performed. He rallied for some time 
and many thought that he was on the road to 
recovery when he suffered a relapse and re- 
entered the hospital. He was scheduled to un- 
dergo a second operation when he was deliv- 
ered from physical suffering by the merciful 
hand of death July 5. He was preceded in 
death by his mother a little less than one year 
ago. He is survived by his father and one 
brother, and a host of friends who found in 
him an earnest pastor, a true friend, and a 
noble Christian gentleman. 

Two services were held in memory of this 
young pastor. The first was held Tuesday eve- 
ning, July 7, in First Lutheran Church, Apollo. 
The service was in charge of Pastor M. L. 
Clare, D.D., assisted by the Rev. W. F. Pfeifer, 
Jr., of First Lutheran Church, Leechburg, Pa., 
and the president of the Pittsburgh Synod. The 
second service was held Wednesday afternoon 
in St. Mark’s Church, Adrian, and was in 
charge of the president of the East Conference, 
the Rev. Bruce R. Shaffer of Freeport, assisted 
by the Rev. J. W. Dean, the Rev. G. W. Bar- 
nett, M. L. Clare, D.D., the Rev. C. T. Schlotter, 
pastor of St. Mark’s congregation, and the 
president of synod, H. Reed Shepfer, D.D. 

His body was laid to rest beside that of his 
mother in St. Mark’s Cemetery. 

H. Reed Shepfer. 


MARRIED 


Meyer-Wild. On June 21, the Rev. O. M. 
Meyer and Miss Kathryn Wild were united in 
holy matrimony at First Lutheran Church, 
Murphysboro, Ill. The officiating pastors were 
William Boatman, D.D., and the Rev. L. C 
Urlaub. The former is the bride’s pastor, and 
the latter is the pastor of the rural church of 
Campbell Hill, Illinois. 

The bride was an active worker in_ the 
church at Murphysboro. She was a graduate 
of Carthage College in 1937, and taught in the 
local schools since her graduation. The groom 
was graduated from Carthage College in 1934 
and from the Lutheran Seminary in Maywood, 
Til., in 1937. He is pastor of Peace Lutheran 
Church in Chester, Ill. 


WOMEN’S MEETING 


The twenty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod of 
West Virginia will be held at Jackson’s Mill, 
W. Va., August 30 to September 3 in conjunc- 
tion with the annual meeting of the synod and 
other auxiliary organizations. 

The principal speaker will be Miss Selma 
Bergner, secretary for promotion of_ the 
Wiomen’s Missionary Society of the U. L. C. A. 
Miss Elsie Otto, missionary to Africa, and Miss 
Clara J. Leaman, missionary to India, will also 
be guests of the convention. 

Ethel Virginia Snyder, Sec. 


LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION 


The annual convention of the Luther League 
of the Midwest Synod will be held August _18- 
20 in Zion Church, Hooper, Nebr., the Rev. 
Wallace J. Wolfe pastor. The convention_will 
open Tuesday evening with a Communion Serv- 
ice, at which Dr. M. Koolen of Lincoln will be 
the guest speaker. Dr. Paul M. Kinports, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Luther League of 
America, will be one of the speakers at the 
sessions. Alberta Otteman, Sec. 
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ARE YOU PREPARED 


TO DO YOUR PART IN THE CHRISTIAN ADVANCE? Are you making plans now 
for a full program during Parish Education Month? The materials which we have pre- 
pared will be of great help to you in making this program beneficial to all concerned. Take 
advantage of this opportunity to make Parish Education Month a true “Christian Advance.” 


Order leaflets and other materials now. 


New Parish Education Month Materials 


FOUR SMALL FOLDERS 


} 
j 


| A Bub of Lh 


A BOOK OF LIFE 


Presenting the Bible as the Book of 
Life through which God reaches. It 
emphasizes the Bible as a Means of 
Grace. 


LET US HUMBLY KNEEL 


Explaining the meaning, the value, 
and the importance of the Order of 
Public Confession which is used pre- 
paratory to the Holy Communion. 


SKYLIGHTS 


Presenting the Church as that insti- 
tution through which God comes to His 
people and through which His people 
may come to Him. 


CHANNELS ° 


Christian workers are represented as 
channels through which God may reach 
everyone with Christian teaching. It is 
a call to everyone to serve in His 


Church. 


FORMER LEAFLETS: Bill and William; Saving a Life; A Talk with My Self; Cast- 
ings; Geysers; Winds; I Believe; Stick to Your Promise; Week Ends and Weak Ends; 
Soul Film; Time; The One-inch Book Shelf; I Was Glad; Power; Teach Us to Pray. 


Let Us 


| Humbly Kneel 


Price of Folders—45 cents a hundred—Samples on Request. 


3 gd REACHING New Recognition Card 


THREBER 


SS AOUCATION Another Recognition Card to be pre- 


sented to workers when they are in- 
® The main features of the United Christian 


Education Advance will be incorporated in 
our Parish Education Month program for the 
next few years. In other words, Parish Edu- 
cation Month will be OUR United Christian 


Education Advance. 


ducted. It pictures God Reaching and 
will carry a leader’s pledge. On the 
back will be the usual statement of 
presentation with space for the name 


of the worker and line for the pastor’s 


signature. 


Price, 25 cents a dozen; 


$1.75 a hundred. 


geile UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


Thirteenth and Spruce Streets Philadelphia, Pa. 
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